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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


USSR DEPUTY MINISTER OF TRADE ON MERCHANDISE FOR 1983 
Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 12 Aug 82 p 3 


[Article by S. Sarukhanov, deputy USSR trade minister: "The Store Is Waiting 
for Something New"] 


[Text] The 26th CPSU Congress defined a broad program for 
raising the prosperity of the Soviet people. The trade sec- 
tor and industry have been set the task of improving the as- 
sortment and raising the quality of goods, of increasing the 
production of new and fashionable goods and also of good but 
inexpensive articles which are in widespread demand. 


According to the assessment of the All-Union Scientific Research Institute for 
the Study of Consumer Demand, in 1985 the volume of sales of improved consumer 
products will amount to approximately 40 billion rubles. 


In recent years expansion of the assortment of light industry's products has 
been taking place thanks to use of new fabrics, raw materials and supply and 
by improving the technology and by manufacturing clothes in suits and sets. 
The phrase “new product" is, of course, inseparably bound up with fashion and 
changes in fashion. One could give quite a few examples of the appearance of 
products on the market which literally created their own demand. It is suffi- 
cient to mention clothing from denim fabrics, artificial leather jackets, in- 
sulated footwear using molded thermoplastic resin soles. 


In the years of the 10th Five-Year Plan deliveries of fabrics, clothing and 
footwear bearing the state Quality Emblem increased almost sevenfold, products 
bearing the code "N" (innovation) fourfold, and their share in the total vol- 
ume of production was 20 and 15 percent, respectively. But growth like this 
does still not afford the trade sector opportunities to improve as it should 
the assortment of clothing and footwear offered to shoppers. 


Take sewn garments, for example. Many of them do not meet the requirements of 
the present-day level of styling. The volume of output of particularly fash- 
ionable sewn garments using fabrics and materials with new structures was only 
61 million rubles in 1981, or 0.3 percent of total production. We should also 
note that as a rule at least 2 years passed from development to introduction 
of a new product. During that time the fashion sometimes changes, and demand 














falls off. It would seem that the USSR Ministry of Light Industry should 
sharply reduce the time required to put such a product into production and 
manufacture it. 


One of the decisive conditions for replenishing the assortment of clothing is 
to increase the production of fabrics not only in terms of the number of 
items, but also in volume. In practice there is an appreciable discrepancy 
between these indicators. For example, at enterprises of USSR Ministry of 
Light Industry the annual renewal of the assortment of fabrics (in percentage 
of the total number) is for cotton fabrics between 30 and 35 percent by items, 
but in terms of square meters only between 10 an 12 percent; for woolen fab- 
rics the figures are between 20 and 25 and 12 and 15 percent, respectively. 


Cases are not uncommon where artistic-and-technical councils of light industry 
ministries of the union republics hike up estimates of fabrics, sewn garments 
and footwear under consideration, issue a pass to styles that have been sim- 
plified, and pay no attention to defects in design. 


And although the present system of planning and material incentives in general 
orients the collectives of industrial enterprises to work for a particular 
customer, still use of the index of the volume of sales in value terms gives 
rise to the "blanket approach" to production, encourages production of the 
more expensive and less labor-intensive articles. Many enterprises are slow 
to renew their assortment, often they produce what is profitable fer them 
rather than what the public needs. 


The decree of the USSR Council of Ministers entitle? "On Further Enhancement 
of the Role of Certification of Industrial Products in Raising the Technical 
Level and Quality of the Product" stated that the classification of particular 
goods in the superior-quality category is to be done by state commissions cre- 
ated by manufacturing ministries, but headed by representatives of the minis- 
try figuring as the customer. This also enhances the accountability of the 
USSR Ministry of Trade for the production of new and fashionable goods. 


An important role in the creation of innovations and improvement of their per- 
formance and esthetic characteristics must be played by the standards and 
technical specifications governing the product produced. Unfortunately, there 
are cases in practice when state and industrywide standards do not provide for 
higher technical requirements for the assortment of products or its artistic 
level. For example, is it normal when the industrywide standard for sewn gar- 
ments and knitwear does not include a point that would require enterprises to 
clear sample models with wholesale depots located in the area they serve? 

This situation is holding back the work of developing and renewing the assort- 
ment and of achieving better satisfaction of demand. 


The “Elektronika" microwave ovens, videotape recorders, hand-held calculators, 
automobile air conditioners, food processors [kukhonnyy kombayn] and other in- 
novations have made their appearance in stores in recent years. But most of 
the new goods in this group are being manufactured in small quantities. 








At interrepublic fairs for wholesale trade in durable consumer goods and 
housewares, clothing accessories and jewelery industrial enterprises submitted 
for 1983 more than 125,900 samples, 20.2 percent of which can be called inno- 
vations. Yet for certain goods this indicator is a small fraction of that 
level. For radio equipment, it is 7.2, for musical instruments 8.8, for pho- 
tographic and cinematographic goods 5, for quality dishware 5.2 percent. Most 
electrical appliances delivered to the market do not meet changes in demand 
and fall considerably short of the requirements of the trade sector. When 
there is a shortage of "ZIL," "Oka" and “Biryusa"” refrigerators in the retail 
network, "Snezhinka,” “Apsheron," "Smolensk" and “Kodry" are produced, al- 
though they fall in the class of those that do not sell. Moreover, raw mate- 
rials and supplies going into their manufacture are just the same as those go- 
ing into the models which are popular with customers. 


Many products fall substantially short of foreign counterparts with respect to 
technical, industrial and mechanical design; the relative share of deliveries 
of electrical household appliances bearing the state Quality Emblem is still 
negligible. For example, only four makes of tape recorder have been awarded 
the "prestigious pentagon," hardly more than 150,000 units a year go on sale. 
The relative share of the improved washing machines and vacuum cleaners is 
low. 


What is having the most adverse effect on renewal of the assortment is the low 
economic motivation of enterprises. Often it is more advantageous for them to 
manufacture products by a process already in place than to spend money and en- 
ergy restructuring the assembly line. Fearing a drop of profit, Labor produc- 
tivity and incentive funds, they prefer to preserve the old assortment a bit 
longer. This kind of situation comes about because the outlays of plants and 
factories in manufacturing new goods are not sufficiently taken into account 
when wholesale prices are set. Changing the situation means actively improv- 
ing business relations between the trade sector and industry in accordance 
with the program set forth in the decree of the CPSU Central Committee and 
USSR Council of Ministers entitled "On Improving Planning and Strengthering 
the Influence of the Economic Mechanism on Increasing Production Efficiency 
and Work Quality." 


Improvement of the quality of products produced is one of the important condi- 
tions for performing the main socioeconomic task of the lith Five-Year Plan-- 
increasing the prosperity of the people. The efforts of the workers in indus- 
try and the trade sector must be aimed at active formation of the reasonabie 
requirements of the population and at carrying out a fleaible assortment pol- 
icy that contributes to fuller satisfaction of customer demand. 














CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


DEPUTY TRADE MINISTER REVIEWS PROGRESS 
Moscow PRAVDA in Russian 11 Oct 82 p 3 


/Article by V. Bychkov, USSR deputy trade minister: "To the Tables of 
Millions"/ 


/Text/ Today about 110 million people enjoy the serivces of public catering 
enterprises each week. These enterprises have 308,000 dining rooms, cafes 
and restaurants. Their annual commodity turnover has reached 25 billion 
rubles. In order to provide for the output of their own products, each week 
the enterprises process about 10,000 tons of meat and poultry, 14,000 tons 
of potatoes and vegetables, and 8,600 tons of flour, groats and pasta items. 


The directions for further development of public catering in the country 

have been determined in keeping with the decisions of the 26th Party Congress 
and the decree of the CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers, 
"On Measures for Further Development of Trade and Improvement of Trade Service 
for the Population Under the llth Five-Year Plan." By 1985 the network of 
public catering enterprises should increase by 18.5 percent, commodity turn- 
over should increase by 19.4 percent, and the turnover of internally produced 
products should reach 19.7 billion rubles. 


The tasks related to improving public well-being and achieving complete 
provision of all consumers with hot food at the place where they work, study 
or live require a significant increase in the volumes of production and sales 
of public catering products. It is necessary to solve this problem primarily 
through increasing labor productivity. This is why the party has set for 
workers of the “food shop" the requirement of raising the level of indus- 
trialization in the branch. 


The food branches of industry should play a leading role in changing public 
catering over to new methods of operation. They have been instructed to 
arrange for the productiun of products with a high degree of readiness. As 
a result, the technology of preparing food in public catering has changed 
radically. Dining rooms are becoming enterprises where the food will be 
“gathered together" from semi~manufactured products with a high degree of 
readiness. With this kind of organization there will no longer be a need 
to have many kinds of equipment in each dining room, the number of workers 
will decrease and labor productivity will increase sharply. 








ihe USSR Ministry of Trade is constantly working with food branches of 

industry to increase the production and delivery tw public catering enterprises 
of semi-manufactured products with a high degree of readiness. Thus the 
Scientific Research Institute of Public Catering and the Ail-Union Scientific 
Research Institute of the Canning Industry have already introduced into pro- 
duction more than 89 kinds of canned culinary items--vegetable salads, marinades, 
sauce pastes, soup seasonings, and garnishes for meat, fish and vegetable dishes. 
The assortment of canned vegetables has also been expanded considerably. We 

have developed the technological instructions "The Utilization of Canned 

Fruits and Vegetables and Quick-Frozen Vegetable and Fruit and Berry Products 

at Public Catering Enterprises.” 


But one still cannot be satisfied wit the achieved level of production of 
semi-manufactured products with a high degree of readiness. Now, for example, 
the country's meat industry delivers only 31.3 percent of the volume of meat 
consumed in the public catering system in semi-manufactured form. And if one 
takes into account that about 70 percent of the semi-manufactured products 

are delivered in the form of large pieces which cannot be called products with 
a high degree of readiness, it becomes clear why all public catering enterprises 
have to design and maintain meat shops in order to carry out the numerous oper- 
ations for final preparation. All this makes it necessary to fill the shops 
with various kinds of technical equipment and to continue with less productive 
technology for the preparation of food. 


The picture is similar in the production of semi-manufactured fish products. 
In 1980 their proportion in the overall deliveries of fish to the dining rooms 
and cafes was little more than 25 percent. 


There are large reserves for increasing labor productivity at the public 
catering enterprises themselves: industrial methods of preparing food should 
be introduced here as well. 


"We, comrades," noted Comrade L. I. Brezhnev at the 26th CPSU Congress, "are 
now capable of solving the largest and most difficult problems. But the 
pivotal point of our economic policy is becoming something which would appear 
to be simple and very ordinary--a businesslike attitude toward the public good 
and the ability to use everything we have fully and purposefully.” 


Taking this point into account, the USSR Ministry of Trade developed an intra- 
branch program for industrialization of the production of culinary items. The 
first area of the plan envisions centralized production of semi=manufactured 
products with a high degree of readiness on the basis of reconstruction of 
existing enterprises and also the construction of culinary shops and complex?s 
at procurement shops, using equipment that is presently produced. The second 
area of the program will be implemented through the introduction of progressive 
technology for the preparation of food using industrial methods and the highly 
productive new equipment that is now being developed. 


Ihe introduction of industrial technology for the preparation of food, which 
provides for more efficient and economical utilization of food resources, is 
an important means of implementing the decisions of the May (1982) Plenum of 
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the CPSU Ceatral Committee, where they discussed the avialbility of inordinately 
large amounts of waste in public atering, sanitoriums, and houses of recreation. 
Centralized production of products with a high degree of readiness will make it 
possible to eliminate this serious shortcoming and will contribute to significant 
savings of food resources in the country 


As an experiment, the entire public catering network in the city of Pervoural'sk 
in Sverdlovsk Oblast was changed over to industrial methods of preparation of 
the products. The experiment turned out to be successful. It shows the 
practical possiblity of introducing in large and small cities industrialization 
of public catering on the basis of reconstruction of the existing material and 
technical base. Moreover, in Pervoural'sk the trust of dining rooms have 
already released 128 people who were at one time employed in the processing of 
raw material, has disassembled 100 units of technologcial equipment, has saved 
128,000 rubles from the annual wage fund, and has increased the labor pro- 
ductivity of the workers by 17 percent. 


The USSR Ministry of Trade conducted an all-union conference in Pervoural'sk 
where they considered the problems and the experience in introducing industrial 
methods of preparing products at public catering enterprises. It shwuld be 
emphasized that this question is at the center of the attention of the Sverdlovsk 
Oblast party committee. 


Work is being done purposefully to change public catering over to industrial 
preparation of semi-manufactured products in Kiev. The Darnitskiy Raykom of 
the Communist Party of the Ukraine, for example, is devotii. a good deal of 
attention to the reconstruction of the Darnitskiy procurement factory. All 
the dining rooms in the rayon have now been re-equiped and made into final 
preparation enterprises, which will considerably increase the labor productivity 
of workers of the branch. Industrial methods of preparing food are being 
introduced energetically in L'vov Oblast. Here the party obkom adopted a 
special decree which established specific assignments for increasing the pro- 
duction of semi-manufactured meat, fish and vegetable products with a high 
degree of readiness. 


In order to achieve a good final result, the USSR State Committee for Science 
and Technology in conjunction with the USSR Gosplan has developed and approved 
a program for the introduction of technological processes for the manufacture 
of public catering products by industrial methods and the creation of sets of 
equipment for producing, packing, storing and transporting sem-manufactured 
products using various types of standardizec containers. In keeping with this 
program, work has been started for introducing industrial methods of preparing 
public catering products in Gagarinskiy Rayon in Moscow, Shevchenkovskiy Rayon 
in Kiev and the city of Orekhovo-Zuyevo in Moscow Oblast. Here they will 
develop an entire principally new technological chain from the preparation by 
industrial methods and transportation of food to its sale to the consumers at 
enterprises for final preparation. 


The decisions of the May (1982) Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee, which 
approved the USSR Food Program for the period up to 1990, also envisions 
increasing the efficiency of public catering--a most important part of the 
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and to organize the interaction of participating departments for 
the production of foed products and improving their storage, 
processing and direct delivery to the consumer. 











CONSUMEK GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


GSSR FIRST DEPUTY TRADE MINISTER INTERVI} WED ON CAR SALES DECREE 
Tbilisi ZARYA VOSTOKA in Russian 30 Aug 82 p 3 


[Imterview with Mamiya Amvros'yevich Chumburidze, first deputy minister of 
trade of Georgian SSR, by a correspondent ef the Georgian news service: "On 
Additional Measures To Reguiarize the Car Tirade"; date and place not speci- 
fied |} 


[Text] On the basis of a decree of the USSR Council of Ministers, the GSSK 
Council of Ministers has adopted a decree o.. additional measures tc regularize 
the car trade. The decree provides that market stocks of cars aliccated to 
councils of ministers of union republics and USSR ministries and departments 
are subject tc distribution among subordinate enterprises, organizations and 
institutions. 


Cars allocated under market stocks to enterprises, organizations and institu- 
tions shall be sold only to their personnel and first of all to production 
frontrankers, individuals whe have worked a long time in an enterprise, orga- 
nization or institution, and veterans of the Great Fatherland War and veterans 
of tabor. The decision on distribution of cars is made by the management of 
the enterprise, organization or institution jointly with public organizations. 


Market stocks of cars not distributed by the councils of ministers of Abkhaz 
ASSR and Adzhar ASSR, executive committees cf soviets of people's deputies of 
South Osetian Autonomous Obiast, and cities and rayons of Georgian SSR before 

1 October shall be transferred to disposition of the GSSR Council of M'nisters, 
and those not distributed by enterprises, organizations a i institutions to 
specific purchasers before i November shall be put at the Jjisposition of the 
respective councils of ministers of the autonomous republics and executive com- 
mittees of oblast, city and rayon soviets of people's deputies for their re- 
distribution to other enterprises, organizations and instituticns. 


The decree outlined additional measures to improve cir sales on commission. 
A correspondent of GruzINFORM [Georgian news service] asked M. A. Chumburidze, 


first deputy minister of trade of Georgian SSR, to comment on the decree and 
to answer several questions. 
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[Question] Mamiya Amvros'yevich, in all probability definite rules governing 
the sale of cars on commission have been drafted on the basis of the decree 
of the USSR Council of Ministers and the corresponding decree of the CSSR 
Council of Ministers. Where, or, more precisely, in what stores, will such 
sales take place? 


[Answer] Yes, on the basis of the standard rules approved by the USSR Minis- 
try of Trade the GSSR Ministry of Trade has drafted the rules governing the 
sale of cars on commission, also covering the purchase and sale of motorcycles 
with sidecars. Vehicles of these types can be acquired only in those cities 
and rayons of the republic which have the respective services of Gosavtoinspek- 
tsiya [State Motor Vehicle Inspectorate], in specialized motor vehicle stores 
of the republic wholesale-retail association “Sporttovary" of the GSSR Ministry 
of Trade, in stores of the Tsekovshiri [not further identified] system, in spe- 
cial auto service centers and service stations of the Volga Motor Vehicle Piant 
(VAZ). Cars and motorcycles are accepted for sale on commission whether or not 
they are in running condition. 


[Question] Do all owners have the right to sell their vehicles? Who can ac- 
quire them, and what is the procedure? 


[Answer] Cars and motorcycles are accepted for sale on commission from Soviet 
citizens to whom they belong on the rights of personal ownership or who have 
duly established power of attorney. When cars and motorcycles are delivered 
to the commission store, their owners present the registration or document re- 
placing it. Individuals must be 18 to purchase cars and 16 tc purchase motor- 
eycles. Individuals who own automobiles and motorcycles have been granted the 
right to sell through commission stores cars (motorcycles) belonging to them 
impersonally (that is, to present the cars for sale in stores) or, at their 
discretion, to any particular purchaser. When he sells it impersonally, the 
owner may set the sales price, which may not exceed the state retail price 

for the given make or model in effect at the moment when the car is delivered 
to the commission store. 


When the owner of a car delivers it for impersonal sale and also in all cases 
when a motorcycle is delivered, an acceptance certificate shall be made out 
indicating the extent to which the vehicle is equipped and the year of its 
manufacture, external physical damage, and so on. When a vehicle is presented 
for sale, on the owner's instruction, to a particular purchaser, a document is 
drawn up reflecting the technical condition, completeness of equipment, year 
of manufacture, percentage of wear and other data. 


{|Question] Who checks the technical condition of the vehicle and who sets the 
price on it? 


[Answer] When the vehicle is accepted, a sales tag is made out which, just 
like the certificate and the receipt, is signed by the authorized person, or, 
as he is called in commercial transactions, the client. The inspection is 
made right in the store with the client's participation, regardless of the na- 
ture of the subsequent sale (impersonal or to a specified purchaser). As for 
setting the sale price when the sale is impersonal, we have already spoken 











about that aLove. But in case vehicles are sold on the owner's instruction to 
a specific purchaser, the price is set by a specizl commission in the commis- 
sion stores. 





[Question] How long can a car be displayed in the store for an impersonal 
sale? 


[Answer] Fifteen calendar days. Should it not be sold in that period, the 
store calls in the client and with him marks down the car by an amount they 
agree on. At the end of a subsequent 15 calendar days (not counting the day 
when the markdown was made) the price is reduced by the commission with the 
participation and consent of the client. After that the sales periods and 
markdowns are set according to the procedure in effect in commission sale of 
other industrially manufactured goods following the second reevaluation. 


Should the client not respond when called (without good reason) or should he 
not agree to the size of the markdown set by the commission, the car is with- 
drawn from sale and returned tq the owner. When the sale is impersonal, the 
client has the right at any time to reduce the price of the car on his own. 


[Question] You have said that stores accept automobiles on commission within 
the union republic where they are registered, but is it allowed for them to 
be accepted outsivie the locality where they are registered? 


[Answer] Yes, it is allowed, but only in cases when the cars are not in run- 
ning condition because they have been damaged in an accident, a natural disas- 
ter, or a breakdown and consequently require major repairs. These circum- 
stances must be duly documented. They are also accepted when delivery of the 
car to the locality where it is registered is impossible because of the own- 
er's serious illness, his death or other good reasons. Written permission 

for sale in such cases is issued for the locality where the car is located by 
the oblast or city trade administration upon presentation by the owner, his 
agent or heirs of the car's technical certificate containing a note that the 
car has been removed from records of the GAI [State Motor Vehicle Inspector- 
ate]. The maximum period for selling cars on commission after they have been 
removed from the records is 20 days. At the end of that period the automo- 
biles are again submitted to the GAI for the place of registration so that ex- 
tension of the period of their submittal to the commission can be recorded in 
the technical certificate. 


I would like to say at this point that it is also possible to sell through 

commission stores automobiles in running condition and suitable for operation } 
which were previously used in taxi motor pools, other motor transport opera- ) 
tions, enterprises, institutions and organizations which have become super- 
fluous for them and have not been sold through the procedure of redistribu- 
tion, which shall be confirmed by the relevant documents. The organizations, 
enterprises, institutions and so on enumerated above, which are the owners of 
automobiles, do not have the right to indicate specific purchasers to the com- 
mission store. 
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Automobiles and motorcycles shall be delivered to stores for sale by the own- 
er's means and at his expense. Assemblies, units and spare parts for automo- 
biles are also accepted for saie on commission from individuais. Units bear- 
ing serial numbers (engine, body, frame, engine block) are accepted only when 
owners present their registration and certificates of Gosavtoinspektsiya con- 
firming the individual's right to possess them. 


The commission to remunerate the store for selling a car «rf motorcycle is 7 
percent. 


[Question] And if, say, the owner of a vehicle changes his mind and wants to 
remove it from the commission store, may he do so? 


[Answer] He may. But in all cases when the store returns a car, it charges 
the cost of storage and maintenance of the machine on the basis of 0.5 percent 
of the originally assessed value for the first month and 2 percent for each 
succeeding month or part of a month the automobile has been in the store. 


[Question] Who establishes the order of priority of individuals to purch’se 
automobiles displayed in commission stores for impersonal sale? 


[Answer] In such cases the order of priority is determined by executive com- 
mittees of soviets of people's deputies. 


It will also be of interest to readers to learn that the decrees mentioned 
above have established a procedure whereby deeds of gift of automobiles be- 
longing to individuals assigninp their right of use and possession may be cer- 
tified in state notary offices at the locality where the automobiles are reg- 
istered with agencies of the GAI. 


Deeds of gift of automobiles (except in cases when they are given to members 
of the family living in the same household with the owner of the automobile or 
to the spouse, parents, children, grandchildren living separately) are certi- 
fied only by first state notary offices. 


[Question] And finally, on what date do the new rules take effect on sale of 
cars and motorcycles with sidecars on commission? 


[Answer] Beginning 1 September 1982 excerpts from the rules on commission 
sales will be posted in all commission stores. We hope that the new rules 
will make the sale of automobiles and motorcycles much more order'y and will 
help to improve the way in which customers are treated. They will later be 
improved to take into account the results of their practical application. 


CSO: 1827/167 











CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


GOSPLAN FOOD INDUSTRY OFFICIAL ON TURKMEN PLANS 
Ashkhabad TURKMENSKAYA ISKRA in Russian 13 Aug 82 p 2 


[Article by A. Freydlin, food industry department chief of TuSSR Gosplan: 
"The Realism of the Plans Which Have Been Outlined" ] 


[Text] In the years of the 10th Five-Year Plan the food industry, the meat 

and dairy industry, the milling and hulling industry, the mixed feed industry 
and the fish industry underwent further development in the republic. In 1980 
the volume of production of bread and bread bakery products was up 12.7 percert 
over 1975, the output of confectionery products 9.6 percent, and butter 23 
percent. There was an increase in the output of canned fish products, flour 
and hulled and rolled products. 


In the 10th Five-Year Plan nine new enterprises were put into operation, in- 
cluding an oil extraction plant, bread bakery and brewery in Chardzhou. The 
Tashauz and Krasnovodsk milk processing plants went into operation with re- 
frigeration equipment, as did a mill at the bread products combine in Mary. 
The first phase of the Ashkhabad Complete Pond Management System with an area 
of 360 hectares of fattening ponds has been built. Milk processing plants 
have undergone reconstruction at Nebit-Dag and Kerki, as has the mixed feed 
mill in Chardzhou. 


But, as noted at the 26th party congress, in spite of the increased production 
of foodstuffs, there are still «difficulties in supplying food products to the 
public. For that reason the Food Program adopted by the May (1982) Plenum of 
the CPSU Central Committee outlined effective and efficient measures to help in 
guaranteeing stable supply of all types of food to the public and substantial 
improvement of the diet. 


What is needed above all in Turkmenistan is attainment of full rated capacity 
at existing enterprises of the processing and manufacturing branches and also 
sharply increasing the output of foodstuffs, especially those for which the 
demand is not presently being fully satisfied, through construction and acti- 
vation of new enterprises in the llth and 12th Five-Year Plans. 


Improvement of the food branches has been allocated in the current 5-year pe- 
riod 17 percent more capital investments than in the 10th. And in the 12th, 
by comparison with the llth, they will be increased 20 percent. 
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One of the principal tasks is to see that all resources of cottonseed obtained 
in the republic are processed and in the decade to increase the production of 
vegetable oil 2.7-fold; to bring the volume of its production up to 95,000 
tons in 1985 ard to 105,000 tons by 1990. This means attaining rated capacity 
as fast as possible at the Chardzhou Oil Extraction Mill, rebuilding the 
Bayram-Aliyskiy Oil and Fat Combine, and also carrying out reconstruction of 
the Tashauz Oil Expeller Plant, including its conversion to the extractive 
method of obtaining the vegetable oil. 


As in the past, improved processing of the products of animal husbandry is at 
the center of attention. The republic's meat and dairy branch will expand its 
capacities. Even within the |lth Five-Year Plan a meat combine will go into 
operation in Mary with facilities for the production of sausage products and 
packaged meat, and in 1987 construction of the sausage shop will be completed 
at the Ashkhabad Meat Combine. In the next 5-year period plans call for re- 
construction of meat combines at Chardzhou and Krasnovodsk and construction of 
milk processing plants at Kizyl-Arvat, Cheleken and Bayram-Ali. 


This capability will make it possible to process all the livestock, poultry 
and milk procured in the republic. The volume of production of meat, includ- 
ing first-category edible offals, will be increased to 35,800 tons by 1985 and 
43,7V0 tons by 1990. The production of whole milk products will reach 100,000 
tons by 1985 and 120,000 tons by 1990. 


It is, of course, important not merely to achieve per capita growth of a par- 
ticular product, but to meet all the demands of each individual person. That 
means expanding the assortment and increasing the production of partially pre- 
pared meat products and products in wrapped and packaged form. The effort 
will continue toward optimum utilization of meat and milk resources and toward 
production of products with reduced fat content. 


in order to cover the needs of animal husbandry for mixed feeds, their produc- 
tion will in turn be increased 2.2-fold over the 10-year period. Next year 
reconstruction of the Mary Mixed Feed Mill will be completed, and a new mixed 
feed mill will go into operation in another year at Ashkhabad. Provision has 
been made in the 12th Five-Year Plan to build a grain products combine at 
Tedzhen and mixed feed mills at Kerki, Kizyl-Arvat and Kushka. Capacities for 
flour production are being augmented through construction and activation of 
two quality mills at Tashauz and Tedzhen. Flour production will increase 1.8- 
fold over the 10-year period. 


Fish resources comprise a very large potential for increasing and diversifying 
foodstuffs. The fish catch will increase almost twofold by 1985 and 2.5-fold 
by 1990. To that end projects will be completed in the llth Five-Year Plan to 
expand the Ashkhabad and Tedzhen Complete Pond Management Systems and the fish 
processing plant at Tashauz will be put into operation. In the 12th Five-Year 
Plan construction will begin on the Bakharden and Denau Pond Management Sys- 
tems. 


Our sunny region abounds in fruit and grapes. In the current decade the indus- 
try for processing fruit, grapes and vegetables will undergo further 














development; in the republic as a whole the production of canned fruit and 
vegetables will increase 1.9-fold. In the years of the llth Five-Year Plan 
reconstruction is to be completed of canning plants at Tashauz and Chardzhou. 
Construction will begin on a plant for processing fruit and berry crops at the 
Sovkhoz imeni Lenin in Kara-Kalinskiy Rayon. 


The prospects for the 12th Five-Year Plan include construction of a plant for 
production of canned baby foods at the Sovkhoz imeni Kalinin in Ashkhabadskiy 
Rayon and shops for the production of seedless raisins in Gyaurskiy and Geok- 
Tepinskiy Rayons. 


Turkmen wines have long enjoyed a well-deserved fame both in our country and 
abroad. In the years of the llth and 12th Five-Year Plans the production of 
grape wines will increase and their assortment expand, especially dessert and 
dry wines. A winery at Gyaurs and a wine-making complex at Geok-Tepe will be 
built and put into operation. The output of nonalcoholic beverages and beer 
will expand. The Ashkhabad, Mary and Tashauz breweries wil' undergo retooling 
ana reconstruction. 


An increase in the output of confectionery products is envisaged. In 1985 a 
confectionery factory will go into operation in Chardzhou with a capacity of 
24,000 tons of confectionery products per year. This will make it possible to 
bring the volume of production of confectionery products in the republic up to 
50,000 tons by 1990. 


The republic will be able to meet the public's requirement for a product in 
such great demand as mayonnaise. At the Chardzhou Oil Extraction Mill plans 
call for organizing production of this tasty condiment and bringing the volume 
of its production up to 400 tons by 1985. 


Speeding up scientific-technical progress, highly effective utilization of 
production potential, and strengthening the plant and equipment of the pro- 
cessing branches of the agroindustrial complex--all of this is a most impor- 
tant condition for successful fulfillment of the Food Program. Calculations 
show that the plans which have been outlined are realistic. It is beyond all 
doubt that the production of the principal foodstuffs will increase consider- 
ably and will thereby approach a complete solution of one of the principal 
economic-political problems of our society in the current decade. 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


MOSCOW PARTY AKTIV MEETS ON CONSUMER GOODS 
Moscow MOSKOVSKAYA PRAVDA in Russian 24 Sep 82 p 1 
/Article: "More Goods for the People"/ 


/Text/ Yesterday in the Moscow CPSU Gorkom there was a meeting of the party 
and economic aktiv of Moscow. Its participants discussed the question "On 
the Work of Party Organizations and Executives of Enterprises of Moscow for 
Implementing the Decisions of the 26th Party Congress, Subsequent Decrees of 
the CPSU Central Committee and Instructions From General Secretary of the 
CPSU Central Committee Comrade L, I, Brezhnev Regarding Increasing the Output 
and Improving the Quality and Assortment of Consumer Goods." 


L. A. Borisov, secretary of the Moscow CPSU Gorkom gave a report at the 
meeting of the aktiv. 


Also speaking at the meeting of the party and economic aktiv were the first 
secretary of the Krasnopresnenskiy CPSU Raykom, F. F. Kozyrev-Dal'; the 
secretary of the party committee of the Krasnaya Roza combine, M. F. Yakovleva; 
the general director of the Temp association, V. A. Kirsanov; a sewing machine 
operator of the Smena sewing association, G. N. Bogatova; the chairman of the 
ispolkom of the Pervomayskiy Rayon soviet of people's deupties, V. 1. Pomazkov; 
and chief of the Main Administration for Trade, N. P. Tregubov. 


The first secretary of the Moscow CPSU Gorkom, V. V. Grishin, participated in 
the work of the meeting of the party and economic aktiv. 


Also participating in the work of the meeting were secretaries of the Moscow 
CPSU Gorkom, B. V. Nikol'skiy and I. N. Ponomarev; the first deputy chairman 
of the Moscow Gorispolkom, S. M. Kolomin; the chairman of the Moscow City 
Council of Trade Unions, L. V. Petrov; and the chairman of the Moscow Gorkom 
people's committee, V. V. Shiryayev. 


It was noted at the meeting of the aktiv that increasing the production, 
expanding the assortment and improving the quality of consumer goods is now 

a responsible part of the activity of party organizations and all labor coliec- 
tives. This is a primary party matter. This course was determined in the 
decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress, concretized in the decree adopted by the 
CPSU Central Committee and the USSR Council of Ministers, and reflected in the 
assignments of the five-year pian. 


15 














The Moscow party organization is devoting a large amount of attention to 
solving this problem, consistently implementing the instructions of the party 
regarding improving the provision of consumer goods for the population. Last 
year a number of leading enterprises and associations of the city came out 
with the initiative to increase the production of consumer goods. This under- 
taking, which was approved by the CPSU Central Committee, is finding the 
broadest support among all labor collectives. 


Moscow industry is making a significant contribution to the production of 
consumer goods. About 700 enterprises of 60 various ministries and depart- 
ments produce these products. 


But, as was noted at the meeting of the aktiv, we must recognize that the 
level of work of many of the associations and enterprises, party committees 
and bureaus for expanding the production of consumer goods is far from fully 
meeting the requirements of the 26th CPSU Congress and the increased demands 
of the Soviet people. 


The bureau of the Moscow CPSU Gorkom has recently adopted a number of decrees 
directed toward developing the capacities for the production of these goods. 
They establish concrete assignments foor industrial enterprises of the cities 
tc produce goods that are in short supply. But these assignments are not 
being fully carried out. Of the 38 kinds of goods that are immediately 
necessary, the plan is being fulfilled for only 30. As before, the city 

is experiencing a shortage of certain light irdustry items. 


This was brought about by serious shortcomings in the work of light industry 
and the textile industry enterprises. The rates of development that have 

been achieved by a number of enterprises of these branches are inadequate for 
providing for fulfillment of the plans in terms of the most important kinds of 
indicators. 


Assignments are not being fulfilled for the production of woolen fabrics, 
outer knitwear, and individual kinds of children's items. 


The shortcomings in the work of the city's light industry are explained to 
some degree by difficulties with the delivery of individual kinds of raw 
material, but the main thing is that the executives and party organizations 
are not bei g properly persistent and principaled in the fulfillment of the 
plans that have been set and are not searching out reserves for increasing 
the output of necessary goods. 


Large possibilities of expanding the production of high-quality goods for 
cultural and personal and household use are not being utilized by enterprises 
of the branches of heavy industry and machine building. 


A number of enterprises which have a good production base and design 
capabilities produce a narrow assortment of consumer goods in irsignificant 
quantities. 
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In order to improve the state of affairs with respect to providing the 
population with various goods for cultural and personal purposes and household 
use, the CPSU Raykom, the party organizations and the managers must take 
additional measures. 


It is necessary to completely eliminate the attitude which one still finds 
whereby these goods are considered something secondary. It is necessary to 
reach a point where all enterprises of the city, regardless of their depart- 
mental jurisdiction, produce goods for the population. 


[t was emphasized at the meeting of the aktiv that the main thing is for each 
rayon and each industrial enterprise to implement a clear-cut program for 
increasing the production of consumer goods under the current five-year plan. 


it is necessary to provide for unconditional fulfillment of planned assignments 
for the output of goods by all associations and enterprises and to make up 

tor arears. To do this it is necessary to put all reserves and capabilities 

to work. And they are considerable everywhere. This pertains both to light 
industry and to branches of group "A." 


The main reserve for increasing the output of consumer goods, expanding their 
assortment and improving their quality is to carry out comprehensive reconstruc- 
tion and technical re-equipment cf enterprises, shops and sections that produce 
products for the population. 


The task of party organizations, exeuctives of construction organizations and 
client enterprises is to take all necessary measures to ensure fulfillment of 
the plan for capital investments and prompt startup of facilities intended for 
producing these goods. 


[The CPSU Raykom must exercise special control over the construction and 
reconstruction of these facilities and increase the demands made on managers 
of construction projects and industrial enterprises for ensuring the startup 
of the facilities within the established time periods. 


Exceptionally important when carrying out reconstruction are questions of 
mechanization and automation of production, and improvement of technological 
processes that make it possible to increase the production of goods, raise 
their technical level, improve their consumer qualities and sharply increase 
labor productivity. 


Yet, as was noted at the meeting of the aktiv, many enterprises that produce 
consumer goods are not doing a lot of work for technical re-equipment or the 
introduction of modern technology. 


Ike task of party organizations and exeuctives is to step up the work for 
acceleration of technical re-requipment of enterprises and the creation of 
specialized shops and sections for producing consumer goods, and to achieve 
the most rapid assimmilation of newly introduced capacities and complete 
utilization cf existing equipment. 
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It was note? at the meeting of the aktiv that so far no radical improvement in 
quality has been made. The proportion of items with the Emblem of Quality in 
the production of many consumer goods remains low. There are serious complaints 
about the quality of goods for cultural and personal purposes and household use 
that are produced in the city. 


Party raykoms and party organizations must deal more specifically with questions 
of improving quality and hold executives strictly responsible when they fail to 
take the proper measures in this area. It is necessary to reach a point where 
consumer goods produced in Moscow are the best in terms of quality, technical 
execution and external appearance. 


An important aspect of solving the problem of increasing the output and 
improving the quality of consumer goods is improvement of the activity of 
scientific organizations and the strengthening of their link with production. 


it 1s necessary to further strengthen the creative ties between science and 
production and devote more attention to solving the crucial practical problems 
involved in increasing the output of high-quality goods at Moscow enterprises. 


In solving the problem of increasing the production of these goods it is no 
less important to ensure more complete and efficient utilization of raw and 
processed materials. The bureau of the Party Gorkom considered the question 
of utilizing industrial wastes for increasing the production of consumer goods 
at enterprises of local industry of the Moscow gorispolkom. 


The CPSU Raykom, the party organizations and the executives must improve the 
organization of control over work for more efficient utilization of raw 
material resources and industrial wastes in order to increase the output of 
various kinds of consumer goods. 


It was emphasized at the meeting of the aktiv that maximum satisfaction of the 
demands of the population for consumer goods requires significant improvement 

in the study of the market demand--both today's and tomorrow's. Without this 

it is difficult to ensure that the products that are produced will correspond 

to the growing demands of the consumer. 


The CPSU Raykom and party organizations must deal with each enterprise, earmark 
measures for eliminating existing shortcomings, and promptly evaluate in 
principle the activity of executives who are not providing for fulfillment of 
the plans for the delivery of goods in the established assortment and are not 
working hard to update this assortment. 


A successful solution to the problem of increasing the production of consumer 
goods depends to a considerable degree on the creative initiative of lator 
collectives and the development of socialist competition. 


A significant contribution to ensuring successful fulfillment and overfulfill- 
ment of the established assignments is provided by extensive development of 
the patriotic movement of workers, brigades, sections and shops who have made 
a special anniversary effort under the motto "The 60th Anniversary of the 
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USSR--Sixty Shock Labor Weeks" and have made commitments for early fulfillment 
of the 1982 plan for the 65th anniversary of the Great October Socialist 
Revolution, which has received broad support everywhere. 


It is important to support this labor enthusiasm in all ways. It is necessary 
to step up the role of socialist competition in the development and fulfillment 
of plans tor the output of consumer goods, to direct the efforts of the 
competitors toward efficient utilization of all resources and the introduction 
of scientific and technicul achievements and advanced practice, and for these 
purposes, to apply material and moral incentive measures more extensively. 


Participants in the meeting of the aktiv devolied a great deal of attention to 
the activity of the soviets of people's deupties in solving the problem of 
increasing the production of various kinds of consumer goods. 


It was emphasized that the plan for the production of consumer goods by 
industrial enterprises of Moscow during 1981-1985, which was approved by the 
Moscow CPSU Gorkom and the ispolkom of the Moscow soviet, makes it possible 
to efficiently combine branch and territorial principles of planning and to 
utilize the city’s industrial potential more fully for satisfying the demand 
of the population for industrial goods and foodstuffs. 


The plan contains assignments for the production of the entire list of consumer 
goods in the cross section of the ministries, rayons of the city and enterprises. 
it retlects questions of improving quality and updating and expanding the 
assortment of the items. 


The production collectives are striving for fulfillment and overfulfillment of 
the 1982 plan. At the same time work 15 being completed on a draft of the 

plan for 1983. The subject of comswmer goods, broad and multifaceted as it is, 
shouid be one of the main ones in this preparation. 


Indicators of the plan for 1983 will be determined to considerable degree by 
the way we fulfill this year's plan for production and capital construction. 
Therefore it is important to maintain the level of production of consumer 
soods that has been envisioned by the five-year plan. Every enterprise must 
include their output in the 1983 plan. This is a necessary foundation for 
successful fulfillment of the social program for the llth Five-Year Plan. 


The CPSU Raykom and local party organizstions must step up organizational 
activity for mobilizing labor collectives in order to utilize more and more 
additional reserves and possibilities for expanding the production of goods 
and saturating the market with them, and all enterprises and associations 
must be enlisted in this work. 


While retaining the same executives, improving the selection and education of 
personnel, and increasing the mil. ancy of party organizations, the CPSU 
Raykom, the party committees and the party bureaus must concentrate the efforts 
of labor collectives on the essential questions of increasing the production 

of consumer goods. 














In conclusion, the participants in the meeting of the aktiv assured the 

CPSU Central Committee and General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, 
Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Comrade Leonid I1'ich 
Brezhnev that the workers of Moscow will multiply their efforts in the 
struggle for further increasing the production of high-quality consumer goods 
and successfully fulfilling the assignwents of 1982 and the llth Five-Year 
Plan, and will make a worthy contribucion to the implementation of the program 
for improving the material well-being of the Soviet people which was earmarked 
by the historic decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress. 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


OBLAST FINANCE DEPARTMENT SHOWS VIGOR IN FIELD 
Moscow FINANSY SSSR in Russian No 7, Jul 82 pp 62-64 


[Article by K. D. Sokolov, deputy chief of the financial department, chief of 
the state revenues department, of the Kharkov Oblast Ispolkom: “Increasing 
the Output of Consumer Goods as a Potential Source of Larger Revenues for the 
Budget" ] 


[Text] The decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress and the Basic Directions of 
the Economic and Social Development of the USSR Over the Period of 1981-1985 
and Up to the Year 1990 attribute great importance to expansion of the produc- 
tion and improvement of the quality of goods in widespread demand. To that 
end higher growth rates have been envisaged in the llth Five-Year Plan for 
products of branches of industry in Group "B" as compared to the output of 
branches in Group "A." 


The output of consumer goods also has substantial importance in increasing the 
revenues of the USSR State Budget and local budgets. In order to ensure ful- 
fillment and overfulfillment of the state revenues plan financial authorities 
in our oblast are constantly engaged in a search at enterprises for production 
potential, for additional output of goods which would mean additional reve- 
nues. In recent years the financial authorities have acquired a certain know- 
how in organizing this effort. In 1980 the state budget received 11.4 million 
rubles of payments resulting from additional output and sale of consumer goods, 
in 1981 the figure was 11.9 million, and it is planned at 12.6 million rubies 
in 1982. 


The comprehensive annual and quarterly plans of every financial agency, which 
are cleared with planning authorities, Gosbank institutions and other organi- 
zations, make provision for discovering potential and studying opportunities 
at enterprises for increasing the production of volume-demand goods. By and 
large this work is done at the beginning of the year after annual reports and 
balances are received, when computational checks have been done and when fi- 
nancial-economic activity has been analyzed, but it is also done throughout 
the entire year in close contact with ispolkoms of local soviets of people's 
deputies and with commissions specifically set up in every rayon for affairs 
of branches in Group "B" and the trade sector. The entire organization of the 
effort is the responsibility of those commissions. 














The commissions include among their members responsible officials of financial 
agencies, and their activity is headed and directed by a commission of the 
presidium of the ispolkom of the oblast soviet of people's deputies for af- 
fairs of branches in Group "B" and the trade sector. On the initiative of 
this commission exhibition-reviews are organized at the beginning of every 
year in Fharkov. At them enterprises present samples both of products being 
manufactured and also of those whose production is to be organized. One can 
familiarize himself there with samples of articles shipped in from other ob- 
lasts whose manufacture might be organized at enterprises of the oblast and 
also the list of products in demand which have been withdrawn from production. 
State revenues officials of the oblast financial department and financial 
agencies of Kharkov also take part in the work of the exhibitions, which makes 
it possible for them to get a better orientation in studying the possibilities 
for increasing the output of consumer goods at enterprises. 


The oblast financial department has worked on problems and made recommenda- 
tions and alse drawn up lists of reporting forms for enterprises whose study 
makes it possible to draw conclusions and issue recommendations on the oppor- 
tunities for increasing the output of volume-demand goods. Particular impor- 
tance is attributed to such matters as analyzing attainment of rated capacity 
and utilization of production capacity, identifying opportunities for raising 
the shift coefficient and the productivity of equipment, occurrence of unplan- 
ned idleness and adherence to standard rates of consumption of raw materials 
in the manufacture of products, etc. This makes it possible to increase out- 
put without additional outlays and to increase the output of goods in the su- 
perior-quality category and in the improved-quality category bea ing the code 
"N" [new]. Checking enterprises out with respect to a broad range of ques- 
tions helps the financial agency to find potential where economic agencies 
have not thought to look. 


In study of fulfillment of plans and assignments for the output of consumer 
goods as a whole and in the planned assortment attention is turned to curtail- 
ment or unjustified withdrawal from production of goods for which there is 
high public demand, to observance of the procedure in effect for reduction of 
the volume or withdrawal from production of certain types of goods, and to the 
changing of assortment envisaged in contracts without consent of organizations 
in the trade sectcr. Matters related to production of goods of appropriate 
sizes, lengths, widths. styles and patterns are studied at enterprises of the 
sewn garment, knitwear and footwear industries. 


A study is made of the output of foodstuffs in accordance with requirement 
declarations of trade in a particular wrapping and packaging, and also f ad-~- 
herence to other requirements that pertain to given goods. A thorough analy- 
sys is also made of fulfillment of plans for product deliveries as a whole, 
according to the list, and to particular consumers. An examination is made of 
the timeliness of the conclusion of contracts among enterprises, associations, 
firms, wholesale depots and trade organizations. 


Iu accordance with the tasks advanced by the party and government, a great ef- 
fort is being carried on in the oblast to expand and renew th« assortment of 
products, to organize the manufacture of new goods, patterns and styles, and 
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to guarantee a high technical level, reliability, economic efficiency and 
quality of the product. When local checks are made, figures are analyzed on 
the number of claims received, on losses to rejects, and on the output of 
seconds. 


Sound preparation for the seeking out of opportunities for additional output 
of volume-demand goods brings about effective results. For 1981 the assign- 
ment to produce 39.2 million rubles worth of these goods was broken down to 
330 enterprises in the oblast, and their sales brought 11.9 million rubles of 
revenues into the budget. Financial agencies themselves checked 109 enter- 
prises, made recommendations and issued assignments to produce 15.6 million 
rubles of goods. 


V. I. Fomina, economist of the Ordzhonikidzevskiy Rayon Financial Department, 
conducted a joint exploration with economists of the Kharkov Tile Plant into 
the possibility of producing an additional 186,000 rubles worth of facing tile 
by raising labor productivity and by reducing unscheduled downtime of equip- 
ment and rejects. O. A. Mordvinova, economist of the Chervonozavodskiy Rayon 
Financial Department, studied the possibility at the headgear factory of using 
in production scraps of artificial fur left after patterns were cut out to 
make 100,000 rubles worth of cushions and souvenirs. 


L. N. Kuz'menko, economist for state revenues of the Kominternovskiy Rayon Fi- 
nancial Department, following a check of the production association "Stroy- 
gidravlika" prepared a joint proposal with the association's economists for 
manufacture of orchard and garden enclosures from production waste. G. B. 
Tikhonova, state revenues economist of the Leninskiy Rayon Financial Depart- 
ment, having run a check on utilization of scrap metal at an experimental 
plant making nonstandard equipment, also joined the workers of the enterprise 
in seeking out the possibility of producing door and window hinges from that 
scrap. All of the proposals were adopted. 


Every year financial experts of the oblast financial department and rayon and 
city financial departments, jointly with personnel of USSR Gosbank institu- 
tions, make a study at 80-110 enterprises in the oblast of the question of 
extending credits to industrial enterprises to expand the production of prod- 
ucts for which there is public demand and make specific recommendations. At 
the Budy Earthenware Plant, for example, it was established that the packing 
shop was holding up production because of insufficient work space. Personnel 
of the oblast financial department and oblast office of USSR Gosbank proposed 
to the management ef the plant that they take credit for capital investments 
to expand the packing shop. With the credit (80,000 rubles) the packing shop 
was expanded and output increased by more than 300,000 rubles on an annual ba- 
sis in retail prices. In 1982 such proposals were made for 14 enterprises 
with a total volume of capital investments of 2.7 million rubles financed with 
credit. Performance of those projects added 10.5 million rubles worth of con- 
sumer goods to annual output. 


{n addition to the original checks to seek out potential for production, fi- 


nancial authorities also conduct subsequent inspections during which they take 
into account fulfillment of additional assignments deemed possible and 
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approved by ispolkoms. Quarterly checks help in discovering that the target 
assigned is not strenuous or in adopting appropriate measures when there is a 
lag in its performance. Not uncommonly such inspections are conducted jointly 
with members of commissions of ispolkoms of local soviets of people's depu- 
ties for affairs of branches in Group "B" and the trade sector. For instance, 
in June 1981 L. B. Khomutenko, economist of the state revenues department of 
the Kharkov Oblast Financial Department, took part in work on the topic "On 
the Work of the ‘Ukroptkhoztorg' Depot With Industrial Enterprises To Increase 
the Production and Expand the Assortment of Housewares and To Improve Their 
Quality" so that it could be taken up in a meeting of the commission. 


In August 1981 L. A. Babudzhants, chief of the state revenues department of 
the Kharkov City Financial Department, and senior economist L. P. Kuple- 
vatskaya participated in preparation and examination of the topic "On Opera- 
tion of Kharkov's Enterprises To Increase the Output of Volume-Demand Sewn 
Garments and To Improve Their Quality and Expand Their Assortment." A meeting 
of the commission of the ispolkom of the Kharkov City Soviet of People's Depu- 
ties was held right at the Garment Factory imeni Ye. D. Tinyakov, and direc- 
tors of a number of enterprises participated. Under a decree of the commis- 
sion, ispolkoms of rayon soviets adopted decisions to issue additional targets 
for the output of garments in the amount of 100,000 rubles for the Kharkov 
Headgear Factory, 50,000 rubles for the "Dinamo" Sportswear Factory, 150,000 
rubles for the "Kharkov" Garment Production Association, 50,000 rubles for the 
"Ukraina" Production-Artistic Association, and so on. 


Assignments for additional output of consumer goods, confirmed by decisions of 
the oblispolkom, are broken down by the oblast financial department (for each 
enterprise specifically) and passed on to rayon and city financial departments, 
which monitor progress in fulfillment of these assignments. In addition, the 
state revenues department of the oblast financial department keeps records on 
fulfillment of assignments for additional output of these goods by rayons, 
cities and for each enterprise and association. 


The oblast financial department makes a monthly examination of progress in 
fulfillment of these assignments and keeps the leading oblast organizations 
abreast of this matter. The oblast's financial authorities will continue in 
the future their effort to study possibilities for above-plan growth of the 
output of consumer goods at enterprises and for expansion of their assortment 
and improvement of their quality. 


COPYRIGHT: '"Finansy SSSR", 1982 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIPUTION 


SPECIALIZATION IN MERCHANDISING DISCUSSED 
Moscow SOVETSKAYA TORGOVLYA in Russian 15 Jul 82 p 2 


[Article by L. Tariverdiyev, chief of the Administration for Organization of 
the Trade Sector and member of the Collegium of USSR Mintorg [Ministry of 
Trade]: “A Standard and a Program of Action"] 


{Text] USSR Mintorg and Gosgrazhdanstroy [State Committee for Public Works 
Construction and Architecture] have drafted and recently adopted a new nomen- 
clature of types of stores and food service enterprises. This document de- 
fines for coming years not only the most effective standards of trade enter- 
prises, but also furnishes a specific prugram for practical improvement of the 
structure of the present network through optimum respecialization. 


What fundamental changes has the new document made in the structure of the 
trade network? Among the principal types of foodstores, for example, in addi- 
tion to supermarkets (universam) and specialty foodstores (gastronom), the 
custom order store (magazin zakazov) has been included among the basic types 
of foodstores for the first time. Substantial changes have taken place in the 
list of stores selling industrially produced goods. "Clothing," "Footwear," 
"Fabrics," "“Accessories--Perfumery," "Housewares," "Photographic and Cinemato- 
graphic Supplies," "Phonograph Records," and commission stores, which previ- 
ously were supplemental types, have been made basic specialized stores. This 
means that from now on enterprises of the respective configuration must be 
built specifically as enterprises determining the basis of the city's trade 
network. The stores "Children's World," "Small Child," "Goods for Newlyweds," 
"Household Appliances and Equipment," and “Household Chemical Products" have 
for the first time been included among the basic types. 


The composition of the supplemental types of stores has also been modified. 
Depending on the size of the space made available for them, it is recommended 
that they replace such enterprises as "Children's Footwear," "Men's (or 
Women's) Outerwear," "Work Clothing," "Men's Shirts," "Needlework Supplies," 
"Buttons," “Kitchen Utensils," "Plumbing Supplies," "Orchard and Garden Imple- 
ment,'' "Radio Components," "Sporting Goods," and so on. 


Measures for each establishment to bring the composition of the existing net- 
work into conformity with the nomenclature must be drafted in programs for 
comprehensive optimalization on the basis of the new scheme of store types. 











Aside from the specialization already being carried out, especial emphasis 
should be directed along the following lines. Organization of the sale of 
goods which people need every day and which the purchaser often spends a great 
deal of time finding needs to be improved. According to figures of the Cen- 
tral Statistical Administration, there are 423 supermarkets in operation in 
the country at the present time, and they are solving this problem better than 
other stores. At the same time in the system of trade ministries of the union 
republics alone there are now more than 1,100 enterprises with a salesfloor 
area of more than 600 square meters suitable for conversion into stores of the 
"supermarket" type. They need only to be appropriately reorganized. That is 
why comprehensive programs for optimalization of the network must envisage as- 
signments for additional growth of supermarkets through reconstruction and re- 
equipping of the "Specialty Food," “Produce,” "Bread," "Milk," as well as com- 
bined foou and nonfood stores that already exist in residential districts. In 
other words, organization of these enterprises must take place mainly through 
reduction of the number of specialized foodstores in residential microareas 
which do not cover the entire range of gocds needed every day, including their 
creation by unifying mixed stores and exchanging store space with other de- 
partments. The intersectoral nature of the programs for comprehensive opti- 
malization should make it easier to reach interdepartmental agreement in this 
area. 


Such measures are especially urgent in the cities of those union republics 
where the amount of salesfloor area relative to population is still low; for 
foodstores, for example, it is 54 percent of the standard in UzSSR, and in 
KiSSR and TuSSR it is 70 percent. The building of stores of the "supermarket" 
type there would seem the most economical method of making up the lag. 


Why has this kind of reorganization become so necessary at the present time? 
First of all, the public has a greater need for combined supply of everyday 
goods, for example, in the residential area. Second, it should not be forgot- 
ten that whereas for the food network we are by and large close to the stand- 
ard, in the network of stores for nonfood items the lag is still considerable. 
Stores of the “supermarket" type which also sell industrially produced goods 
sharply reduce the load on department stores so that the latter can b otter 
perform their basic functions. These problems have been solved successfully 
in a number of oblasts of RSFSR, the Ukraine, Belorussia, Estonia, Lithuania 
and Latvia. But due attention is not yet being paid to this matter in most 
cities. Sales of industrially produced goods needed every day through super- 
markets is one of the most important problems for comprehensive optimaliza- 
tion. 


The network of enterprises selling industrially produced goods requires a sep- 
arate discussion. Surveys conducted by sectoral institutes and institutes of 
USSR Gosstroy have made it possible to finally arrive at the minimum size of 
the department store in the nomenclature--it should have a salesfloor area of 
3,500 square meters. In stores with a smaller area plans are to organize 
Trade Palaces instead of department stores. Their qualitative distinction is 
that the assortment of the Trade Palace is limited to two principal areas-- 
men's clothing and women's clothing. This will make it possible to organize 
in them extensive sales of clothing, footwear, fabrics, accessories and per- 
fumery in a flcor space sufficient for their display. 














At the present time there are more than 700 stores statistically recorded as 
department stores in the system of the country's state trade. The size of 
more than 500 of them varies from 1,000 to 3,500 square meters, and their 
share in the total salesfloor area of department stores exceeds 50 percent. 
The configuration of these stores with respect to asscrtment should be modi- 
fied by organizing in them, aside from Trade Palaces, "Children's World" de- 
partment stores and large specialized stores. There has been experience in 
this. In just the past few years "Children's World" stores have been created 
from enterprises with a salesfloor area less than 3,500 square meters in Smo- 
lensk, Perm, Kazan, Belgorod, Ashkhabad and Brest. This kind of experience 
makes it possible to bring the salesfloor area for selling children's goods up 
to standard. Moreover, by the end of the 5-year period it wiil be possible to 
concentrate at least 70 percent of sales of children's goods in the special- 
ized stores. Let us dwell on the experience in selling clothing and footwear 
in "Goods for Women" and "Goods for Men" consumer complexes. These complexes 
have justified themselves within the large department stores. Unfortunately, 
however, they are still being organized also as separate stores, as a rule 
small ones in which it is not possible to present the entire assortment of 
goods. This essentially nullifies the efforts to concentrate the sale of the 
broad assortment of clothing and footwear in specialized enterprises. In the 
nomenclature separate stores for these complexes are allowed only as supple- 
mental stores with an area of at least 650 square meters. 


[he USSR Ministry of Trade has set the trade ministries of the union republics 
the task of opening before the end of the current 5-year period a minimum of 
at least one "Goods for Young People” store, using for this purpose the space 
that exists or undertaking new construction in the capitals of the union and 
autonomous republics, oblasts and large industrial centers, and to organize 
their relations with production. 


"Technology in the Household” enterprises have made their appearance in a num- 
ber of republics. They are to be opened everywhere now that the new nomencla- 
ture has been adopted. It also provides for organizing in every city two or 
three "Radio Goods," "Goods for Sports and Tourism," "Photographic and Cine- 
matographic Goods," and "Phonograph Records" stores. 


Against a background of specialization of trade in durable consumer goods and 
housewares and expansion of the sale in department stores of those of them 
which are in everyday demand, provision has been made to include in this type 
a store such as “Cultural Goods." At the present time there are in the coun- 
try a sizable number of "Cultural Goods" stores which are trying to sell a 
broad and specific assortment in a small space. In AzSSR, there are 87 such 
stores, for example, and in UzSSR 146 with a salesfloor area under 100 square 
meters each. During the 5-year period these enterprises should be used for 
optimum specialization of stores in accordance with the requirements of the 
nomenclature of types. 


The new nomenclature provides for enterprises which have not yet been widely 
developed in our country. For example, "Do It Yourself" stores, which enjoy 
popularity in many countries. In addition to their commercial functions, they 
are able to perform an important role in attracting broad strata of the 


27 











population to engage in amateur creativity. It is sensible to concentrate in 

them the sales of substandard radio goods, production waste of furniture com- 

bines, building materials, and various tools and other goods. But such stores 
are best opened in cities with a population of at least 100,000. 


The new principles governing specializaticn and location of the trade network 
in cities do not, of course, exhaust the entire diversity cf tasks which have 
to be performed within the limits of performance of the comprehensive regional 
intersector programs for optimalization of the trade sector. But they are 
priorities, since their implementation will greatly promote improvement of the 
quality of trade services to the public. 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


MID-YEAR SLUMP IN RETAIL TRADE REPORTED 
Moscow SOVETSKAYA TORGOVLYA in Russian 22 Jul 82 p l 


[Article by Yu. Gryzanov, economics columnist of SOVETSKAYA TORGOVLYA: ‘"Over- 
coming the Lag") 


[Text] The volume of retail sales in the first half of this year amounted to 
143 billion rubles. By comparison with the same period of last year this was 
an increase of 6.8 billion rubles in actual prices. Sales of foodstuffs, ac- 
cording to preliminary figures, rose 3.9 percent and those of nonfood items 6 
percent, and nonfood goods counted for more than half of the entire volume of 
retail commodity sales. 


The planning target for retail sales was not fulfilled in the country for the 

first half of the year. A particular lag occurred in ESSR, where the plan was 
fulfilled at a level of 95.4 percent, and in MSSR--96.3 percent. The percent- 
age of fulfillment was 96.6 percent in AzSSR, LaSSR and ArSSR. 


What is the reason for the situation that has come about? It would seem that 
there is no unambiguous answer to this question. The change in conditions on 
the market for certain goods was to a considerable extent the reason for non- 
fulfillment of planning targets. 


It has to be said that the drop in the rate of sale of certain goods was not 
fully taken into account in trade organizations, nor were responsive measures 
taken in good time to enliven the trade in goods whose sales had slowed down. 
As a result their inventories in trade and industry increased. The situation 
that has come about should have served as a warning to personnel of retail and 
especially wholesale trade to make the necessary adjustments in the production 
programs of industrial enterprises, to revise the assortment of goods being 
produced so as to take into account the demand of the public, and to stiffen 
requirements concerning the quality of the goods delivered. In addition, 
there should have been an expansion of the network of stores selling products 
whose sales have dropped. But in many cases such measures were not adopted in 
good time or responsively. 


Quite a bit of the blame for the failure to fulfill the retail sales plan also 
lies on suppliers--industrial enterprises. In the January-June period deliv- 
eries of certain goods to trade were down | billion rubles from the amount 
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envisaged by she plan. Enterprises of the USSR Ministry of Light Industry did 
not fulfill contracts for delivery of woolen and silk fabrics, garments and 
knitwetr and felt footwear ordered by the trade sector. On the basis of the 
results for the first half of the year light industry ministries of RSFSR, 
GSSR, AzSSR and UkSSR remained in a sizable debt to customers. 


It has to be said that the low level of exactingness toward reluctant sup- 
pliers is also the fault of trade organizations, above all wholesale depots, 
in whose area of activity industrial enterprises failed to make deliveries of 
goods to trade. 


Inventories of carpets, jewelry, woolen fabrics and scarves, clothing acces- 
sories, and timepieces have grown substantially in retail and wholesale trade, 
considerably exceeding the assigned allowances. For instance, over the past 
year trade inventories in ArSSR have increased by 22 days, in AzSSR by 18, and 
in TaSSR by 16 days. 


The commodity resources which are available have to be used actively to re- 
plenish the lag that has been allowed in fulfillment of the plan for retail 
commodity sales. The trade ministries of the union republics should now carry 
out economically sound redistributions of market stocks comprising inventories 
of goods among oblasts, krays, trade systems and organizations. A strict sur- 
veillance should also be set up to see that a broad assortment of such goods 
are put on sale and to see that wholesale depots continuously supply sufficient 
goods to retail trade. 


Given the altered conditions on the market, the wliolesale distribution network 
needs to carry on greater commercial activity everywhere. Wholesale depots 
need above all to transfer goods from one place to another responsively, to 
render services to stores by relieving them of excessive goods and accepting 
them in their own warehouses, and to actively seek out customers outside the 
area of their own activity. 


The conditions that have come about on the market for carpets, furniture, jew- 
elry, clothing and other goods demands that trade personnel carry out new orga- 
nizational measures to enliven sales of these products. Everywhere there is a 
need to open stores with display rooms and to create large specialized sec- 
tions which afford customers a broad selection of goods and improve the qual- 
ity of customer service. 


There is no doubt that widespread advertising, exhibition-sales in which mod- 
els are exhibited and in which customers are familiarized with the qualities 
and performance of goods should help to invigorate sales. There is also a 
need to expand the sale of goods to the public on credit, including expensive 
goods which would be paid off over a period of up to 2 years. 


Food service enterprises fulfilled the turnover plan at a level of 101 per- 
cent, exceeding the target by 132 million rubles. They manufactured and sold 
1.2 percent more of their own products than called for in the plan. By com- 
parison with the first half of last year the turnover of the country's food 
service industry rose 1.3 percent, and the output of its own products 1.1 











percent. It should be noted that only in MSSR was the plan for turnover not 
fulfilled, and only in GSSR was the plan for output of its own products not 
fulfilled. 


in a number of republics the rates of development of the food service industry 
are still not high enough. For instance, in Georgia, Latvia, the Ukraine and 
the Russian Federation the commodity turnover of the food service industry in- 
creased less than 1 percent. The rates of its development are also low in 
Estonia, Kirghizia and Belorussia. 


In the first half of this year 428 million rubles were spent to develop the 
plant and equipment of the trade sector from all sources of financing. New 
enterprises furnished with up-to-date equipment in retail and wholesale trade 
and the food service industry went into operation. They included a large 
warehouse in Kirovakan whose area is 12,000 square meters, and refrigerated 
plants in Makeyevka and Riga. 


At the same time there continued to be serious shortcomings in the assimila- 
tion of the funds allocated for development of the plant and equipment of the 
trade sector. Over the 6-month period less a third of the 5-percent deduc- 
tions from capital investments allocated for housing construction was assimi- 
lated. The situation is especially unsatisfactory in the use of these funds 
for development of the plant and equipment of the sector in Turkmenistan, 
Tajikistan, Latvia, Estonia and Kazakhstan. 


The planning targets assigned to the development of trade sector in the second 
half of the year are just as strenuous in the first half, which is why their 
fulfillment and making up the lag that occurred in the first half of the year 
requires further mobilization of the collectives of trade organizations and 
extensive utilization of the potential of socialist competition for a worthy 
celebration of the 60th Anniversary of Formation of the USSR and successful 
completion of the planning targets set for the second year of the lith Five- 
Year Plan. 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


UNHAPPY CUSTOMERS CRITICIZE UFA FURNITURE INDUSTRY 
Moscow SOVETSKAYA RCSSIYA in Russian 12 Sep 82 p 2 


[Article by G. Goryachenkov and M. Merzabekov, Bashkir ASSR: “The Furniture 
Question" ] 


[Text] Customers and Suppliers Discuss the Fateful Problem on "Open Letter 
Day" in Ufa 


Decided Not To Buy 


Of the more than 300 letters which people of Ufa wrote in connection with 
holding the "Day" one-fourth were from purchasers. We will quote from only 
two, since they reflect the situation that has come about in its essence. 


"In May we received a two-room apartment, and my wife and I have been looking 
for furniture. We would very much like to have a folding-ieaf table. But it 
turned out that everyone wants one, and you have to know someone to get one. 
Now we are thinking of buying just a simple table. But we have not found even 
that in the store. 


"A few days ago my wife bought a wardrobe made in Ufa, and then in the same 
store a storage rack to go on top of this. But they were not the same color. 
Yet surely they could have sold wardrobes and storage racks that go together. 
Likewise we had the luck to buy a set of kitchen furniture, but unfortunately 
the set did not include a sink. Why did they not make provision for it?" 


V. Kozheparov, driver at the Ufa 
Experimental Machine Repair Plant 
of the Association "Bashmezhkolkhozstroy" 


"For a long time we have been looking for a good television table. They are 
rare in the stores. And then when you see cne, you decide not to buy it: the 
work can be said to be careless. The sides were covered with bright textur- 
ized paper, and the front was darker and varnished. In short, a sloppy piece 
of work. 


"In general Ufa furniturexakere do aot think seriously about quality. Just 
take cribs. A friend and I carried one of these cribs home from the store. 
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We are plenty strong, but we had trouble carrying the purchase it was so 
heavy. And it was a week before the store furnished the fasteners to set it 
up. A year and a half ago we bought a mid-size (polutoraspal'naya) bed, and 
one end has already come off. Does furniture have to be like that?" 


V. Aolodin, senior engineer 
of the fuel and power department 
of the motor-building association 


So, judging by the letters, the people of Ufa are not satisfied either with 
the quality or quantity of furniture manufactured by local enterprises. The 
letters, of course, come from dissatisfied purchasers, and their view is un- 
derstandably subjective and one-sided. But what actually is the “furniture 
question"? It would seem that the most objective assessment might be given by 
the middleman between the producer and the purchaser--the trade sector. Sev- 
eral times its representatives have spoken out. They have remarked that in 
the development of the furniture induscry there have been noticeable shifts. 
And yet by and large they have supported the viewpoint of the purchasers. 


"The population of Bashkiria has a poorer supply of furniture than inhabitants 
of Tataria and Penza and Kuybyshev Oblasts. Substantially less furniture is 
sold on a per capita basis than the average for the Russian Federation.” 


Excerpt from a statement by G. Alekseyev, 
deputy director of the Bashkir 

Wholesale Depot of Roskhoztorg 

[RSFSR Republic Office for Wholesale 
Trade in Household Goods] 


Strangers in One's Own Home 


Is there any point in citing new evidence to confirm the fact that furniture- 
makers in the autonomous republic are still in debt to its inhabitants? In- 
deed as a matter of fact they do not even deny this regrettable fact. That 
is not the question, but why did they get into this debt? Why has it turned 
out that repayment of it is not provided for even in the near future? There 
are two points of view. One of them is that of the work force of local en- 
terprises of USSR Minlesprom [Ministry of Timber, Pulp and Paper, and Wood 
Processing Industry]. 


"The turnover of personnel has increased in recent years: the old workers 
are retiring, and the young ones do not stay at the combine because of the 
working conditions: the level of mechanization is low, the equipment is old- 
fashioned in most of the shops." 


This sentence was taken from a letter 
from veteran workers of the Ufa Housing 
Construction and Veneer Combine bearing 
51 signatures. A portion of the output 

of this enterprise serves as raw materials 
for “Bashmebel'" [Bashkir Furniture 
Organization] 











“Engineeriug and technical personnel of the finishing shop are disturbed by 
the question of the operation of equipment. Finishing is being done on old- 
fashioned equipment. The shop does not have a single complete production 
line; many operations are done by hand." The letter from which this was taken 
was signed not only by Comrade Pokatashkina, chief of the shop, but by 7 other 
specialists of the association “Bashmebel’." 


"Recently our assembly shop has essentially altered the assortment of products 
produced. This is the direct consequence of the constant attention we are 
paying to the question of quality. But in our collective there are also 
bunglers and people who are negligent about their work. We are also paying 
attention to this. 


"But IL would also like to mention here that we are also talking quite a bit 
among ourselves, but still without results. Over several years our shop has 
been frantic because of the irregular deliveries of wood chipboards. Over a 
4-month period ‘Tatlesstroysnab’' [Tatar Organization for Supply and Sale of 
Wood Building Materials] has failed to make deliveries to us of 534 cubic me- 
ters of chipboard. And we in turn have fallen 300,000 rubies short in supply- 
ing furniture to the public.” 


From a statement by V. Konstantinov, 
worker of the Association "Bashmebel'" 


Incidentally, the Ufa Veneer Combine, which manufactures chipboard, is located 
right next to the furnituremakers. While the former are idle because their 
partners in Zelenodolsk, Perm and Dobryanka have been delayed in delivering 
chipboard, the latter are loading that same chipboard into railroad cars: the 
combine's product is being prepared for shipment to other areas. The situa- 
tion is one for the newspapers, even anecdotal, but it actually exists. These 
cross hauls cost many thousands of rubles. Would it not be more sensible to 
increase the veneer combine's plan for deliveries of chipboard to its neigh- 
bor? 


An agreement might be reached more quickly between neighbors about the quality 
of the DSP [wood particleboard] as well. At present this is one of the most 
painful areas for the furnituremakers. They have even coined a phrase: "chip- 
board for inessential parts." Although they understand quite well that there 
cannet be any “inessential" parts in furniture. For some of the board it is 
even difficult to find a use. 


But it has to be admitted that even close proximity does not always promote 
mutual understanding. According to the GOST [State Standard] a 16-mm sheet is 
required in the furniture industry, but the veneer combine produces 19-mm 
chipboard. The furnituremakers remove the extra millimeters, reducing the 
sheet to the necessary size, and they throw out the sawdust. Which means that 
while there is a constant shortege of chipboard--and for that reason, as noted 
by many participants in the "Open Letter Day," the furnituremakers cannot in- 


crease their output--practically one sheet out of every six goes to waste. 
What justification could there be to explain this kind of mismanagement? Per- 
haps they do not know at the combine that the furnituremakers are turning 








their product to sawdust? They do know it. But there is nothing they can do. 
That at least is what G. Suvorov, director of the Ufa Veneer Combine, said. 

It turns out that the combine is oriented toward foreign customers who need 
only 19-mm chipboard. We are not specialists and we cannot judge how compli- 
cated it is on one and the same equipment to produce sheets of different 
thickness. Possibly it is not only complicated, but even impossible. But it 
is also intolerable to be making something that goes to the dump. 


It is not just all kinds of disorganization in production and business rela- 
tions which are holding back development of the furniture industry in Bash- 
kiria. The extremely slow rate at which the collectives of all Ufa enter- 
prises of the ministry are resolving the social- and consumer-service prob- 
lems that face them is also having an impact. Many participants in the "Open 
Letter Day" pointed to this circumstance in their letters and statements. 


A letter from a group of long-standing workers in the housing construction and 
veneer combine gives an idea of the acuteness and scale of the problem. "The 
combine has become our hone," they write, “and we would like it to be progres- 
sive. But for that purpose we need a stable work force. But who will come to 
replace us? Who will want to work at an enterprise which does not provide 
housing for its workers? 


"The only good-looking building in our area is the ‘Ural’ store, and that is 
where the young people gather. There is nowhere else for them to go. To be 
sure, we do have a club, but no one wants to visit it: it is a dark dilapi- 
dated building. 


"We also need day nurseries and rursery schools. No one is satisfied with 
those that exist either as to quantity or quality. And finally, we do not 
have places where one can drop off laundry to be washed, and in our situation 
they are simply indispensable." 


Other letters and statements only round out the picture which is typical, we 
repeat, of all Minlesprom enterprises in Ufa. 


Do What You Can for Yourself 


So, the causes of the industry's lag behind the requirements of the present 
time have been rather thoroughly revealed by the common efforts of its work 


force. 


Both rank-and-file workers and managers of enterprises are unanimous: the 
main thing lies in the low rate of socioeconomic development of the collec- 
tives of the enterprises. What has had a bearing on these rates: the abso- 
lute majority are firmly convinced that the sources of the troubles of the 
Bashkir furnitureworkers and their partners lie in the shortsighted policy of 
the ministry, whose key officials have not been paying attention to the numer- 
ous appeals for help from their enterprises. A. Alekseyev, a member of the 
ministry's collegium who was present at the “Open Letter Day," takes a differ- 
ent view of the situation that has taken shape: 








“Many people here have criticized the ministry, but almost no one has had 
inything to say about the real capabilities which the republic's timber and 
woodworking industry possesses. It achieved a 10-l2-percent growth of output. 
And without ary special retooling or large capital outlays it could have 
achieved a growth of 20 percent." 


As a matter of fact, few of the participants in the "Open Letter Day" called 
attention to tis own failings. And none of the managers! But after ail tne 
view “from above" spotted what should have been seen at the enterprises with- 
out prompting from the ministry's representative. Why, for example, is do- 
mestic equipment utilized at “Bashmebel'" at a level of only 80 percent? Is 
it necessary to receive some special aid from Moscow to use these machines and 
machinery at full capacity? No. It seems that the managers of the associa-~- 
tion don't have the time for this. 


A Very Important Plan Consists of Trifles 

We have already noted the acuteness of “social, cultural and consumer ser- 
vices." This problem is further compounded because the simplest things are 
not done at certain enterprises; for example, employee welfare facilities do 
not exist everywhere, nor have multiple consumer service stations been set 
up.... Is it possible that the managers feel that the main things has to be 
achieved and that it makes no sense to spread resources thin on trifles? But 
after all these are those very trifles which in large part determine a work- 
er's disposition 7nd sometimes even his attitude toward his job. 


The nonchalance with which the workers of “Bashmebel'” and other Bashkir enter- 
prises are also putting their own potential into use results in the shortage 

of furniture for the people of Ufa. But something else is also true: the po- 
sition of nonintervention taken many years ago by the ministry is not condu- 
cive to development of Bashkiria's furniture industry. 


Those wh» participated in the meeting advanced--more accurately reiterated-- 
proposals whose performance would open up very attractive prospects to the 
furnituremakers. 


"We are disturbed, even very disturbed, by the problem of utilization of waste 
created in weneer production. At present we simply dump it on the bank of the 
Belaya; we are throwing away hundreds of thousands of rubles. How much chip- 

board could have been manufactured from it, chipboard which we did not produce 
only because: the capacity of the present shop for manufacturing chipboard did 

not allow for. it?" 


From a statement by V. Khurtov, 
mechanic of the housing construction 
and veneer combine 


"We beg for permission to carry out reconstruction of the chipboard shop, 


which would make it possible to increase the capacity to 65,000-70,000 cubic 
meters per year. 
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“And finally, a second DSP shop needs to be built with a capacity up to 100 
cubic meters of chipboard per year. Production waste, both our own and that 
of other combines, would be the raw material for that production." 


It would seem that this sentence is a continuation of the statement made by 

V. Khurtov or one of his comrades at work. Nothing of the kind. It was made 
by G. Suvorov, director of the veneer combine. It is simply that at different 
enterprises the problems are similar. 


[he participants in the "Day" brought particularly emphatic attention to bear 
on this, if it can be put this way, imposed mismanagement and in general on 
the inefficient use of capacities of their enterprises. Their anxiety is easy 
to understand. After all, this is a question of regular destruction of enor- 
mous resources year after year. But capital is needed to save them. And the 
enterprises do not have capital. 


Yet there is still another very important question. Let us suppose that the 

ministry, as it is said, scrapes the bottom of the barrel and finds the capi- 

tal which the people in Ufa so much need and are counting on. What are they 

to do with it? How would it be assimilated? After all, there is no strong 

construction and installation organization nor the basis for creating one in > 
the ministry's enterprises. Which means that this is something to think about 

before asking for money. 


As we see, the range of problems--and some of them we have not even mentioned-- 
is rather broad. But it is no simple matter to give the furniture industry of 
Bashkiria the spurt it needs. Mc ceover, this work is made more complicated 
because the problems are so long-standing. Yet all these difficulties, it 
seems to us, should not be a cause of discouragement, but, on the contrary, 
should invigorate the activity of the personnel of the ministry and of its en- 
terprises to develop the furniture industry in Ufa. 


[Postscript by editors] 


The results of the "Open Letter Day" have been discussed by the bureau of the 
Ufa CPSU City Committee. It has approved a plan of measures to carry out the 
recommendations and proposals expressed during the preparation and holding of 
the "Open Letter Day.” 


The bureau has assigned to party raykoms, ispolkoms of city and rayon soviets 
of people's deputies, economic managers and party organizations of enterprises 
to be persistent in seeing that state plans are fulfilled for the output of 
products, for the economic and social development of collectives, to regularly 
inform tue workers about progress in fulfillment of these measures, and to 
discuss these issues in party and worker meetings. 


The gorkom bureau sent to the oblast committee of the trade union of workers 
in the timber, pulp and paper and woodworking industry and trade union commit- 
tees of the enterprises in the sector to monitor more closely progress in ful- 
tillment of collective agreements and to enhance the responsibility of manag- 
ers for fulfillment of these measures. 








The editorial staffs of the newspapers VECHERNYAYA UFA, wall newspapers and 
radio journals of the enterprises were ordered to regularly tell about how the 
proposals expressed at the “Open Letter Day" are being implemented. 


Soon after the "Open Letter Day" an interdisciplinary team of USSR Minlesprom 
was working in Ufa. Having studied in detail the proposals of the workers and 
the state of affairs at each of the enterprises, the commission drafted recom- 
mendations for consideration in the collegium of the ministry. 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


UKRAINIAN KNITWEAR INDUSTRY HURTING; INEFFICIENT MACHINES TO BLAME 
Moscow TRUD in Russian 22 Jul 82 p 2 
[Article by S. Pavlova: "Twelve Years Later ..."] 


[Text] Who says that there is no need for women's pullover sweaters? Who 
will encroach on the existence of pullover sweaters with ana without nigh col- 
lars, especially if they are not simply “knitwear articles," but beautiful and 
fashionable articles of clothing? No one. That is why we asked the special- 
ists what needs to be done for there to be more knitwear? Some will surely 
say that more extensive use needs to be made of the highly productive circular 
knitting machines, others that there is a need to achieve greater diversity of 
products in both shape and style and for that reason introduce more vigorously 
flat machines, which also make it possible to use the raw material more 
thriftily. 


In a desire to solve the problems of the quantity and quality of knitwear si- 
multaneously the Kiev designer I. V. Bal'sim hit upon an idea that at first is 
rather simple: And what if we take and join the virtues of these machines in 
a third new machine? 


Basically the AKF-8 embodies the principle of circular knitting machines with 
their high speed, but an original technology has made it possible to reduce 
waste of the fabric to a minimum. The USSR State Committee for Inventions and 
Discoveries gave the design of the Kiev scientist the praise it deserved and 
issued its originator a number of author's certificates. The automatic ma- 
chine has been recommended to be put into industrial production. The Ukrai- 
nian Council of Ministers has embodied these recommendations in a specific de- 
cree and ordered the Chernovtsy “Legmash" Plant to manufacture an experimental 
prototype, and this was later accepted by a state commission. 


Everyone liked the new machine. The very first technical findings of the 
state commission noted that the AKF-8 automatic machine "increases labor pro- 
ductivity 4-5-fold,... reduces waste to half." 


It was evident from the documents that the Chernovtsy plant was to manufacture 
three full-scale prototypes in a series for the final tests and then to under- 
take industrial production of the new machines which knitwear producers need 

so badly. Incidentally, knitwear workers have not concealed their interest in 
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introducing the innovation. Requests began to come into the plant which made 
it evident that the Ukrainian knitwear industry was counting on receiving 500 
of tne automatic machines from the plant every year in the near future. The 
UkSSR Council of Ministers allocated no more and no less than 1.6 million ru- 
bles for reconstruction of the Chernovtsy plant in order to implement those 
plans. 


It seemed that just a bit more and the knitwear workers would receive the 
highly productive and economical machine they desired.... But at that point 
the unforeseen happened. The workers at the plant manufactured the first full- 
scale lot, a competent commission again came to Chernovtsy for tests, and ... 
it decreed that production of the AKF-8 should be terminated. The basis? 
"Incompatibilities in the design," said the official record of the test. 


"But wait a minute,” a reader says in amazement, "after all, no such objec- 
tions were made to the experimental prototype?" As a matter of fact, one of 
the documents of Commission No 1 said: "The automatic machine as it was de- 
Signed guarantees the operating performance eriwvisaged by the technical assign- 
ment for the design." Can it be that 10 experienced specialists overlooked 
something? We should mention once again the kind of actions that followed 

this conclusion: the specific decision of the republic's council of ministers, 
preparation of production, the plant's reconstruction, 1.5 million spent.... 


As we learned from the documents of Commission No 2, the machines of the ex- 
perimental lot operated poorly, many of the assemblies were manufactured at a 
low level of quality. Perhaps the defective assemblies should simply have 
been brought up to standard, the machine tested once again and put into series 
production, rather than to start theoretical battles over whether the "direc- 
tion is promising" and so on and so on? We will leave this issue to the con- 
science of members of Commission No 2. The words of the official record of 
the tests of the three series-produced prototypes run like this: "It would be 
advisable to halt production of the AKF-8 until a specific decision is made." 


And now 12 (!) years have passed. And there has been no “special decision".... 
For long years the Ukrainian knitwear workers have waited for a favorable de- 
cision from the Ministry of Machinebuilding for Light and Food Industry and 
Household Appliances, issuing requests as a reminder of their desire to have 
the new machine. And when the favorable response was not forthcoming, they 
undertook more decisive actions. 


The USSR State Committee for Science and Technology received a letter from the 
chief of Ukrtrikotazhprom [UkSSR Main Administration for Knitwear Industry] 
asking it to take up the issue of reviving production of the AKF-8. A letter 
to the same effect was sent to GKNT [State Committee for Science and Technol- 
ogy] and Minlegpishchemash [Ministry of Machinebuilding for Light and Food In- 
dustry and Household Appliances] over the signature of I. N. Kochevykh, deputy 
chairman of the UkSSR Council of Ministers. 


As it turned out the people in the ministry had already managed to forget 
about the AKF-8, but no other similar machine had been created over the past 
12 years. There was nothing left but to start from the very beginning: to 
manufacture a new experimental prototype of the AKF-8 and to test it. 
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Fortunately, the same idea finally dawned upon the senior officials of Minlegz- 
pishchemash. It took shape in two orders of deputy minister V. G. Pryad- 
chenko. One order, dated 12 October 1980, was sent to G. I. Kurganov, general 
director of the Ieningrad Machinebuilding Association imeni K. Marks: ‘"Min- 
legpishchemash has taken up the question of pitting the AKF-8 back into pro- 
duction and proposes that you include in the plan of the Leningrad Special De- 
sign Bureau a reworking of the technical specifications for this equipment." 
The second, dated the same day, was indescribably gratifying to the personne] 
of the Chernovtsy plant, which is already well known. It said "... make pro- 
vision in the association's plan for 1981 for manufacture of prototypes of the 
AKF-8 according to the documentation reworked by the people in Leningrad." 


Things were working out for the Ukrainian knitwear workers. Overjoyed by jus- 
tice's ultimate triumph, they again began to fill out requests for the ma- 
chines they need, which has now risen to 1,500 automatic machines per year. 
But soon these requests began to be thrown in the wastebasket, since the in- 
consistent character of Minlegpishchemash, it turned out, has not changed in 
the years which have passed. A few months later, precisely on 6 April 1981, 
those same organizations mentioned above received letters from V. I. Cherny- 
shev, chief of the ministry's technical administration, to the effect that the 
assignment for the AKF-8 was being withdrawn. 


The flow of paper has been unremitting. Having failed to make any forward ad- 
vance, the question of the automatic machine moved to a higher level. The 
Ukrainian Academy of Sciences came to the support of the Kiev inventor. In 
his letter to G. I. Marchuk, member of the academy and chairman of GKNT, 

B. Ye. Paton, member of the academy and president of the Ukrainian Academy of 
Sciences, wrote: "... the Presidium of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences 
considers it advisable that the question be taken up of speeding up Minleg- 
pishchemash's manufacture of six new AKF-8 automatic machines (on order from 
UkSSR Ministry of Light Industry) and that it meet all the technical require- 
ments and ... that specialists be called in from USSR Ministry of Light Indus- 
trv, Minlegpishchemash, and if necessary from other organizations to conduct 
an objective expert evaluation of the prototypes made and to make a decision 
on this matter on the basis of the results of that evaluation." 


Does it seem that one could object to the sensible proposal of the UkSSR Acad- 
emy of Sciences, which called for a decision to be finally made about the ill- 
fated automatic machine? 


As in the past, Minlegpishchemash preferred eloquent debates to a sound solu- 
tion to the problem. For instance, in the special commission created by GKNT 
on the question of the feasibility of introducing the automatic knitting ma- 
chine into production a representative of the departmental institute VNIILtek- 
mash [All-Union Scientific Research Institute of Textile and Light Machinery] 
continued to argue that the AKF-8 (a specialist if you can believe it!) is an 
unsound machine and that circular knitting machines have no promise.... 


A strange situation. It should be known to Ye. S. Maslennikov, department 
chief in the institute, as well as to others, that knitwear enterprises are 
continuing to experience an acute need for circular knitting machines and have 
no intention to give them up at all. 














A bitter reproach involuntarily thrusts itself upon one: if 10 years ago the 
people in Minlegpishchemash had not engaged in debates about whether “circu- 
lar" knitting machines are promising or aot, Bal'sim‘s automatic machine would 
have contributed an economic benefit even in the current 5-year plan. 


But perhaps (hope springs eternai) the industrywide institute is today ready 

to present to the court an improved knitting machine that meets high require- 
ments of scientific-technical progress and thereby justifies such an extended 
skepticism with respect to the highly productive and original AKF-8? 


Alas, neither the industry's institute, nor the ministry itself can do that. 
While the hot debates are going on in the USSR State Committee for Science and 
Technology over whether the automatic machine of the Ukrainian developers 
should be put into production or not, Minlegpishchemash has already decided 
everything for itself: the ministry has undertaken to obtain a foreign ma- 
chine. This machine, to be sure, is a flat one and does not replace the cir- 
cular machine, but, we were told by personnel of Minlegpishchemash, "all is- 
sues will be removed from the agenda." 


That will hardly be so. The questions remain. Who, for example, is respon- 
sible for the red tape that has lasted for long years and led nowhere; who is 
responsible for the many thousands of resources of the state which have been 
wasted? 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


CONSUMER GOODS RESOLUTION DISCUSSED 
Tashkent PRAVDA VOSTOKA in Russian 14 Jul 82 p 1 


{Resolution of an Assembly of the Uzbek Republic Party-Economic Aktiv: "On 
Measures To Increase Production, Expand the Assortment and Improve the Quality 
of Consumer Goods in the Light of the Decisions of the 26th CPSU Congress and 
the Instructions of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, General Secretary of the CPSU Cen- 
tral Committee and Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet Ex- 
pressed in Ceremonies in the City of Tashkent"] 


[Text] Having heard the report of N. D. Khudayberdyyev, chairman of the UzSSR 
Council of Ministers, entitled "On Measures To Increase Production, Expand the 
Assortment and Improve the Quality of Consumer Goods in the Light of the Deci- 
sions of the 26th CPSU Congress and Instructions of Comrade I... I. Brezhnev, 
General Secretary of the CPSU Central Committee and Chairman of the Presidium 
of the USSR Supreme Soviet, Expressed in Ceremonies in the City of Tashkent," 
and the report of Comrade I. G. Anisimkin, secretary of the Uzbek CP Central 
Committee, entitled "Problems of Increasing Production Efficiency and Product 
Quality on the Basis of Scientific-Technical Progress," the assembly of the 
republic party-economic aktiv noted that party, soviet, economic, trade union, 
and Komsomol organs of the republic, in raising production efficiency and prod- 
uct quality on the basis of scientific-technical progress, are carrying on an 
important effort toward fuller satisfaction of the material and nonmaterial 
needs of the Soviet people and toward supplying a variety of consumer goods to 
the public. 


Every year the republic's industry is capturing more new frontiers. The state 
assignment of the 10th Five-Year Plan was fulfilled ahead of schedule. The 
plan for product sales was exceeded by more than 1.5 billion rubles, and the 
output of consumer goods rose 46 percent. 


The republic's workers have been making strenuous efforts in the llth Five- 
Year Plan as well. The state plan for 198l andthe first half of 1982 has been 
fulfilled ahead of schedule, more than 400 million rubles of goods have been 
sold over and above the plan, 222 mechanized and automated flow lines have 
been introduced, 172 automated sections, shops and production operations 
started up, and about 10,000 measures performed to apply the advances of sci- 
entific-technical progress. A number of major enterprises have been put into 
operation or have undergone reconstruction in those branches that determine 











scientific-technical progress in the economy as well as in light industry, the 
food industry, the furniture industry, local industry, and the meat and dairy 
industry. 


Constructive shifts have been achieved in expanding the assortment and improv- 
ing the quality of consumer goods. The assignments for above-plan growth of 
their output in 1981 and in the first half of 1982 were overfulfilled. In 
that time an additional output of consumer goods worth more than 430 million 
rubles in retail prices was produced. 


Production of these goods has grown at the highest rates in Kara-Kalpak ASSR 
and Fergana, Surkhan-Draya, Tashkent and Samarkand Oblasts, and the city of 
Tashkent. 


The republic's ministries of light industry, meat and dairy industry, fruit 
and vegetable industry and procurements industry, the Tashkent Aircraft Asso- 
ciation, the associations "“Uzbektekstil'mash" [textile machinebuilding], "Uz- 
bekkhlopkomash" [cotton processing machinebuilding], and "Uzbytkhimplast" 
[household chemical products and plastics], the Uzbek Metallurgical Combine, 
the perfumery and cosmetics factory, and a number of others were the leaders 
in fulfilling additional assignments for production of volume-demand goods in 
1982. 


At the same time, the potential that exists at the republic's industrial en- 
terprises for raising the efficiency of social production and product quality 
and for increasing the output of consumer goods has by no means been fully 
utilized. 


All enterprises are not yet fulfilling assignments for new technology, and the 
efficiency of its utilization is low. A number of collectives are not coping 
with the plan for commodity output and sales, they have a low share of growth 
of the volume of production resulting from the rise of labor productivity, 
they are not producing and delivering articles on the products list, nor are 
they discharging their obligations under contracts. 


As a result of the low level of exactingness and laxity in monitoring fulfill- 
ment of the targets assigned for the output of consumer goods in the January- 
June period there was a lag in their production at enterprises of the minis- 
tries of building materials, local industry and the food manufacturing indus- 
try, in the associations "Elektrokhimprom," "Sredazkabel'," "Uzelektroterm" 
and others. A number of enterprises in Group "A" are still not manufacturing 
consumer goods, and some are manufacturing them in insignificant amounts. 


Local raw materials and usable waste are not being sufficiently utilized in 
the republic to produce durable consumer goods and housewares at enterprises 
of construction ministries and departments, the water management sector, Gos- 
komsel ‘khoztekhnika [State Committee for Supply of Production Equipment for 
Agriculture] and in machinebuilding. 


Local party and soviet authorities are not always showing the persistence they 
should in increasing production efficiency and product quality, in augmenting 
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the output of goods for the public, in exercising the necessary oversight over 
utilization of existing capacities, or in speeding up construction and activa- 
tion of enterprises producing consumer goods. 


In order to further raise production efficiency and product quality, to expand 
the assortment and improve the quality of consumer goods in the light of the 
decisions of the 26th party congress, the May (1982) Plenum of the CPSU Cen- 
tral Committee, and the instructions of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, general secre- 
tary of the CPSU Central Committee and chairman of the Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet, expressed at the ceremonies in the city of Tashkent, the as- 
sembly of the party-economic aktiv deems it essential: 


1. That the intention of party obkoms, gorkoms and raykoms, the Council of 
Ministers of Kara-Kalpak ASSR, ispolkoms of local soviets of people's denu- 
ties, ministries, departments, associations and enterprises in the republic be 
concentrated on solving the problems of raising the efficiency of industrial 
production and product quality on the basis of further development of scien- 
tific-technical progress, on substantial improvement of the effort to use all 
potential and every opportunity for satisfying the constantly growing needs of 
the public for a variety of high-quality foodstuffs and consumer goods. That 
more initiative and persistence be shown in this matter. 


That the necessary measures be taken to improve utilization of production ca- 
pacities, especially at newly activated enterprises and affiliates, and that 

optimum and economical use be made of raw materials and supplies. That per- 

sistence be shown in introducing the newest highly productive equipment, ad- 

vanced manufacturing processes, and the achievements of science and technol- 

ogy, and that high end results of operation be guaranteed on that basis. 


To see that in the current 5-year plan all enterprises in Group "A" manufac- 
ture and increase production of durable consumer goods and housewares. 


2. That oblast, city, and rayon commissions for increasing efficiency and the 
quality of work, the republic Scientific Management Society, the VOIR [All- 
Union Society of Inventors and Efficiency Experts] Society, "“Znaniye" [popular 
science and technology] Society, be widely enlisted in management of scien- 
tific-technical progress and in increasing the output of goods for the public 
from local raw materials and usable waste, that physical resources and money 
be concentrated on the most rapid application to production of the most recent 
advances of science, technology and progressive know-how, that everything be 
done to strengthen science's ties with production. That the effort be con- 
ducted more persistently to create the most up-to-date prototypes of machines, 
equipment, instruments and goods for which there is an everyday demand. That 
a larger return be obtained from funds invested in development and application 
of new technology. That the entire growth of the volume of production at all 
existing enterprises be achieved by raising labor productivity. 


3}. That party and soviet authorities, ministries and departments, and associ- 
ations and enterprises achieve unconditional fulfillment of assigned plans and 
targets for the production of consumer goods and also eliminate the shortage 

of necessities and volume-demand goods in the trade system. That the heads of 
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ministries and departments, associations and enterprises be made more account- 
able for unconditions1 fulfiilment of the plan in conformity with the products 
list and performance of deliveries as specified in conformity with contracts 
concluded. 


That the role of trade organizations be enhanced in shaping the plans for pro- 
duction of goods and in improving their assortment and quality. 


4. That UzSSR Gosplan and its local authorities study and within 3 months 
submit to the UzSSR Council of Ministers proposals for the manufacture of con- 
sumer goods from production waste at every enterprise. 


5. That party obkoms, gorkoms and raykoms, the Council of Ministers of Kara- 
Kalpak ASSR, ispolkoms of local soviets of people's deputies, and UzSSR minis- 
tries and departments raise the level of the political indoctrination effort 
in work collectives, stage socialist competition on a still broader footing 
for a worthy celebration of the 60th Anniversary of Formation of the USSR, for 
raising efficiency and the quality of work, for speeding up scientific-techni- 
cal progress, for economical and optimum utilization of raw materials and sup- 
plies, and for successful fulfillment of plans and assignments for the 1982- 
1985 period, including plans and assignments for the production of consumer 
goods. 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


SUPERIOR CONSUMER GOODS CALLED FOR 
Moscow TRUD in Russian 15 Jul 82 p 1 


[Excerpt] Larger production, expansiscan of the assortment and improvement of 
the quality of consumer goods represent one of the central aspects of the eco- 
* nomic policy of the Communist Party and Soviet Government. Over the past 1.5 
years of the 5-year period the production of consumer goods has increased by 
almost 9 billion rubles in the industrial sector. The public has had an im- 
proved supply of many goods, especially durables. Today there is a larger 
production and sale of fabrics, footwear and knitwear, it has ceased to be a 
problem to obtain detergents, socks and stockings, light bulbs, cosmetics and 
other goods for which there was an acute shortage a year or two ago. 


Performance of the well-known decrees of the CPSU Central Committee and USSR 
Council of Ministers on increasing the production of necessities and volume- 
demand goods has played a large role in this progress. The collectives of en- 
terprises in Moscow and Sverdlovsk Oblasts, whose know-how has been praised by 
the CPSU Central Committee, are universally recognized leaders in this effort. 


Party, soviet and trade union organizations of Moscow and Sverdlovsk Oblasts 
have taken a comprehensive approach to solving the problem of production of 
goods for the public. With the help of scientific-research, project planning 
and other institutions they have drafted and have been carrying out target 
programs for increasing the production, expanding the assortment and improving 
the quality of consumer goods. For example, the collective of the Sverdlovsk 
association “Machinebuilding Plant imeni M. I. Kalinin" decided to increase 
the output of durable consumer goods and housewares twofold during the llth 
Five-Year Plan. Goods newly put into production are sent to warehouses only 
bearing the state Quality Emblem. The collective of the Moscow "Sickle and 
Hammer” Plant intends to produce products of the same kind after putting into 
operation yet another very large shop. 


The experience of the Muscovites and workers of Sverdlovsk Oblast was a topic 
of study and discussion at an all-union seminar held recently in Sverdlovsk. 
To be specific, it was noted that the products of enterprises of branches in 
Group "A" now represent more than half of all the nonfood consumer goods. The 
USSR Ministries of Electrical Equipment Industry, Machine Tool and Tool Build- 
ing Industry, and Construction Materials Industry and a number of other minis- 
tries are expanding their production. 
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But it has tc be admitted that the effort made by many ministries and depart- 

ments and trade union organizations of republics, krays and oblasts to expand 

the production of consumer goods by no means fully corresponds to the greater 

requirements of the Soviet people. It is for that reason that assignments for 
production of certain products were not fulfilled last year. 


One of the reasons for the lag is the low utilization of the production poten- 
tial in place. For example, last year capacities for the output of cotton 
fabrics were used in Uzbekistan at a level of only 65 percent, and utilization 
in Kirghizia and Georgia was even lower. The rated level of output has not 
yet been achieved at the Tyumen Worsted Fabric Combine, the Shakhta Cotton 
Combine, and the Soroki Knitted Outerwear Factory, which were put into opera- 
tion during the last 5-year period. 


Key officials in the economy and trade union organizations must analyze the 
causes of poor utilization of capacity, discover all unused production poten- 
tial and put it at the service of fuller satisfaction of consumer demand. 

This does not apply exclusively to trade union organizations in light indus- 
try. By no means all enterprises of machinebuilding branches have taken a 
responsible and serious attitude toward the production of consumer goods. For 
instance, in the USSR Ministries of Machinebuilding for Animal Husbandry and 
Fodder Production, Tractor and Agricultural Machinebuilding, Power Machine- 
building, Heavy and Transport Machinebuilding, and Nonferrous Metallurgy and 
certain other ministries the share of durable consumer goods and housewares is 
only 1-3 percent of the total volume of output. 


Trade union organizations in the branches of heavy industry must pay closer 
attention to setting up up-to-date specialized production operations for the 
manufacture of goods for the public. Wherever such facilities and mechanical 
engineering personnel are available, concern must be paid so that the enter- 
prise does not limit itself to manufacturing the simplest articles merely for 
inclusion in the report, but organize the production of goods which may be 
complicated, but they are indispensable to the public. 


One of the most acute problems continues to be the quality of goods and expan- 
sion of their assortment. Unfortunately, the relative share of products bear- 
ing the Quality Emblem in the total volume of output is still low. Every year 
trade organizations are returning to manufacturers for correction or are down- 
grading about 10 percent of the fabrics, footwear and sewn garments checked. 
The quality of household appliances is receiving many reproaches. 


Often the unsatisfactory quality of "consumer goods" has to do with the out- 
dated production technology, violation of technological requirements, and the 
low qualifications of personnel. Quality also depends in large part on the 
initial raw material--leather, cotton, dyes, chemical fibers and so on. Trade 
unions could exert a most direct impact toward solving these problems by orga- 
nizing the training of personnel and the exchange of progressive know-how, 
competition among related enterprises on the principle of the "Worker Relay 
Race," by seeing that enterprises undergo reconstruction and retooling in good 
time, and by monitoring the progress of new construction. 
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Trade union organizations of construction organizations, project planning or- 
ganizations and customers of construction projects in light industry must dis- 
seminate more widely the experience of their colleagues in Belorussia, Uzbeki- 
stan, Lithuania and Estonia, who have achieved activation of projects on 
schedule. Particular attention must be paid here to construction of affili- 
ates of existing enterprises in small cities and settlements, which makes it 
possible to speed up the return on capital investments and to enlist addi- 
tional labor resources. 


In short, there are quite a few problems still to be solved in order to 
achieve higher growth rates of production of consumer goods. But above all 
there is a need to fully overcome the attitude encountered in some places 

that this effort is something secondary. Unconditional fulfillment of plan- 
ning targets for output of goods for the public must be guaranteed by all min- 
istries, departments, associations and enterprises. 
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CONSUMER GOODS PRODUCTION AND DISTKIBUTION 


NEW RULES GOVERN SALE OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
Moscow VERCHERNYAYA MOSKVA in Russian 5 Oct 82 p 2 
/article by A. Belitskaya, lawyer: “Rules for the Sale of Motor Vehicles"/ 


/Text/ In order to improve commission trade in passenger vehicles and 
motorcycles with side cars, new rules have been introduced. 


Beginning on 1 September of this year commission trade in passenger vehicles 
and motorcycles with side cars of domestic and foreign makes will be carried 
out in specialized commission stores of state and cooperative trade. A list 
of these has been approved under the established policy. 


The main trajie administration of the Moscow gorispolkom has determined that 

in the capital commission trade in passenger vehicles of all makes will be 
carried out at the Avtomobili store which is located on Yuzhnoportovaya Street, 
Building No 22, and motorcycles--at the Moskomissiontorg store on 
Khlebozavodskiy Drive, Building No 8. 


Only motor vehicles that have been registered in rayon divisions of the State 
Automobile Inspection of the City of Moscow will be accepted for commission. 
They can be released for sale only by the owners themselves or parties who 
have the appropriate documentation authorizing them to do this. 


Technically operational and non-operational motor vehicles will be accepted 
from citizens on commission. The rules also allow accepting on commission 
motor vehicles that have been in operation at various automotive establishments 
and enterprises. But these motor vehicles are accepted for sale only if they 
are in good repair. 


Two kinds of sale have been established. The owner of a motor vehicle can 
release it to the store on commission for general sale, that is, without 
indicating, the individual to whom it is to be sold, or with an indication 
of a particular purchaser. The policy for accepting motor vehicles on 
commission is also established according to the kind of sale. 


With a general release on commission, the owner of the motor vehicle has a 

right to determine the sales price, naturally, within the limits of the state 
retail prices that are in effect at that time. And when the motor vehicle is 
sold to a particular purchaser, the price for it is established by the commission 
store. 
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If a motor vehicle that is released on commission is not sold within 15 days, 
by an agreement with the owner or his representative, the store reduces the 
cost of the vehicle. After the next 15 days the sales price of the motor 
vehicle is marked down again. The owner has the right to take back the motor 
vehicle (motorcycle) that has been released for commission. Then the store 
charges the cost of storage and maintenance of the motor vehicle at a rate of 
one-half percent for the first month and two percent for each subsequent 
complete or incomplete month, and for a motorcycle--at one-half percent for 
the entire time of its storage. 


The cost of the commission is 7 percent of the sales price of the car or 
motorcycle. 


A motor vehicle can be sold only to citizens who are 18 years of age, and 
motorcycles--16 years of age. 


The purchaser can test drive the motor vehicle. The store pays for the 
gasoline and oil for this. 


Automobiles and motorcycles that are purchased on a commission basis cannot 
be returned and their quality is not guaranteed. 


In addition to automobiles and motorcycles, components, sets of equipment, 
hoods and spare parts can be sold through the commission store. 
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